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146 GILL ST
NEW PLYMOUTH
PH 06 757 5582

JOHN
JUDGE
Phone
027 538 7387
06 757 5582
For all your
machinery enquiries

COASTAL
MACHINERY SALES
REPRESENTATIVE

Inside

77 TASMAN ST
OPUNAKE
06 761 8668

4SQUARE 45

OPEN 7am to 9pm EVERYDAY!

Available at your local supermarketAvailable at your local supermarket

6 Weeks to go!!
Well, well, guess what!? We’re early!!!  ;) 
 
Next edition ad, we will still stay on the subject of hams, as follows: 
 

Bone-In Xmas Hams available now! 
                        $9.99/kg 
 

      Boneless arriving next week. 
            900g       $14.99 each 
           1.5kg       $24.99 each 
           2.5kg       $34.99 each 
 
Keep with the Santa Hat on Charlie and the ‘Holly’. 
Is there a variant on a Christmas Ham picture we could find – or shall we stay consistent with the 
picture we ran last ad? 
See what you can do… Cheers Tina! 

BACK!
SCHOOL’S

;) Just a little change please… 
 
Can the whole of the top bit (including …‘available now! $9.99/kg’) be in bold type; and then 
 
The ‘Boneless’ line all be the same font size and unbolded, so it reads in one straight line (which will 
of course be smaller than it is currently) and underline the word ‘Boneless’ only. 
 
Hope this makes sense! 
 
Cheers 

Come in store for your supplies

* Pens/Felts/Highlighters
* Permanent Markers
* Exercise Books/Refill Pads
* White-Out
* Gluesticks, etc

Last week, the rock marking 
the beginning of Stent Road 
(off State Highway 45) had 
been painted over, obscuring 
the legend to the annoyance 
of locals. This defacement, 
using black paint, occurred 
on Wednesday 20 January – 
probably in the early morning. 
However, as one local points 
out, it’s not just annoying 
it is also a safety issue. For 
example, if an emergency 
required an ambulance vital 
time could be lost which 
could have serious (or fatal) 
consequences.

The South Taranaki District 
Council have given up erect-
ing signs on posts because 
they are virtually immediately 
removed, and ideas vary as 
to why. One suggestion is 
that the perpetrators require 
a souvenir of a well-loved 
surf break. The rock took the 

Stent Road sign back

place of street signs about ten 
years ago.

However, a roading contrac-
tor working for STDC mis-
takenly put up a sign about 
three weeks ago and it had 
disappeared within 24 hours.

Yet this week brings good 
news. ‘Stent Road’ has now 
reappeared on the rock in at-
tractive gold paint. One resi-
dent has this to say, “We’re 
proud of our rock – leave it 
alone.”

The rock back to normal.

A 36 year-old South Ta-
ranaki man has been told not 
to enter Opunake township. 
This was one of several or-
ders made by Judge Allan 
Roberts when Shannon An-
drew Pakiere Smith appeared 

before him at the New Plym-
outh District Court on eight 
charges including rape, un-
lawful sexual connection and 
assault with intent to injure. 
The charges arose from an 

alleged incident at Opunake 
on January 9, and involved 
three complainants.

No plea was entered, and 
Smith’s  lawyer ,  Susan 
Hughes QC applied for bail, 

which police opposed.
In granting bail, Judge Rob-

erts  imposed a curfew from 
7pm to 7am on days when 
Smith wasn’t working, and 
made orders preventing him 

Judge orders man to avoid town

A truck carrying palm ker-
nel failed to take a 45km 
bend on SH45 at Tatarai-
maka on Monday January 25 
overturned spilling its load 

Road clean up after collision

from entering Opunake town-
ship or having contact with 
the complainants.

Smith is due to reappear in 
court on February 11.

onto the road. The crash hap-
pened at around 5pm in the 
early evening. Police along 
with a fire truck attended

A crane and several clean up 

units were required to right the 
truck and clean up the load.

The single male occupant 
of the truck was not injured.

An investigation is currently 
being carried out to determine 
the cause of the collision, 
commented Constable Rob 
Keen who was in attendance. 

He added that there have 
been numerous crashes with-
in a o ne kilometre radius 
of the site of the collision.

The collision at Tataraimaka.

Remembering a 
Mastermind. page 11.

New police  enjoying  
rural life style, page 6.

Head pupil 
announced page 3.

P a r a g l i d e r 
rescued. Page  5.
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Eltham Message Church
Pastor Richard Oliver

We are an independent Bible Believing Church
All are most welcome

MEETINGS:
Sundays at 38 Tayler Street,

Eltham at 10.30am.

Phone 06 764 7358

for other Bible Studies.

www.messgechurch.comwww.messagechurch.com

All Farm BuildingsNew Houses
Alterations

Decks

Heartland Construction
Heartland Construction
48 Allison Street - Opunake - Taranaki -

For all your building requirements, contact us today

Roofing
Kitchens

arm Buildings

ks

Heartland Construction
 us today

hens
m Building

hens
m Building

Phil on 027 236 7129 

BBC: 

• Tyres • Batteries

• Lubes • W.O.F

• Panel beating • Painting

• Farm Bikes • LPG

• All mechanical repairs

• Insurance work

• Radar Detectors

IHAIA
MOTORS

for
A GRADE REPAIRS

AT COMPETITIVE

PRICES.
Tasman St, Opunake

Ph (06) 761-8502

AEA STAINLESS
Jetter Tubs

111A TASMAN ST, OPUNAKE
PH: 06 761 8834

from The odd Bolts Box,
repair, replace, rebuild mild and stainless steels,

bolts, pins, bushes, washers or start from scratch!
Concrete cutting, yard galvanised pole repairs and

same day service!

111a Tasman Street, Opunake
Opunake Service Station

Police Station
Old power board building

A
E
A

WE ARE HERE

• CARS •VANS
RENTAL VEHICLES

PICKERING MOTORS
11 TENNYSON ST   OPUNAKE   PH (06)  761-8363
0800 22 11 20    Email: pickering.motors@xtra.co.nz

• CHARTER
  BUSES

• VANS

• TOUR BUSES

ALUMINIUM  SCAFFOLDING
 FOR  HIRE

$35 per day,  $50 weekend.
More than 6 days $30 per day.

WATERBLASTER FOR HIRE
Petrol 3000 psi 15L/minC

Cost: Half day $90, Full day $120, Weekend
$130.  Friday after 3pm return Monday 9am.

Bond for waterblaster and scaffolding $50.
For more information contact Tracey or Christine at

We rarely know what 
tomorrow holds.

A few months back I woke 
with a vague feeling of things 
not being quite right.  While 
Margaret showered, that 
feeling became a certainty.  
Fortunately, my fi re-brigade 
neighbour was fi nishing his 
keep fi t run around the old 
soccer fi eld.  I called out, 
and he immediately took 
over the situation; calling 
up an ambulance.  It was 
the seventh of November.  
The rest of the month was 
washed from my memory.

Apparently, I owe my 

survival to a team of 
Wellington and Taranaki 
doctors, many of whom 
were sure I was going to 
die.  However, they were 
determined to do everything 
possible for me.  One nurse 
has since told me of the night 
I had fi ve baths and changes 
of pyjamas, necessary 
because of my feverish state.  
Family members told of my 
successful, but unauthorised, 
removal of the brain drain 
pipe from my head,

By mid-December I had 
abandoned my planned 
divorce.  I had decided to 
marry a Zimbabwe nurse 

(not that I can remember the 
nurse or any such plans).  
Also I gradually had to 
accept that this was New 
Zealand and not part of 
the Wild West or a British 
tropical outpost of a bizarre 
20th century world.

I mention these things 
because most of my friends 
hope I get better, as if a stroke 
is an illness and not a loss of 
knowledge and skill.  What 
I have to do is relearn how 
to act and think and to link 
- reconnect certain thought 
patterns with the realities I 
fi nd around me.  This is not 

something that can be fi xed 
by a pill or a potion.

It is now the end of January.  
Thanks to skilled doctors, 
nurses, and many others, I 
do have a tomorrow.  Thanks 
also to friends and especially 
family, I do.  But I don’t 
know what tomorrow holds.

Does this diminish my 
Christian faith?

No. 
Through all of this I see 

God operating.  I cannot 
say what will happen, what 
the future holds. But I know 
who holds my future.

                  Richard Oliver
Pastor Eltham Message 

Church

   Tomorrow

Dear Council. We refer 
to “Your Water Tax” Invoice 
dated 31 December due 
for payment on 20 January 
2016.
This is the second Invoice 

received since billing and 
taxing of water has occurred. 
The fi rst one of $ 239.42 
seemed high, but it was 
paid. The second one of $ 
415.20 is now nearly double 
the fi rst one.
This letter is written as a 

matter of complaint.
It seems that we are 

paying for water we are not 
using. Some 2,000 litres 
have been billed for in 80 
days. Some 25 litres per 
day. The cost of those litres 
is approximately $ 0.20 per 
litre.
When did council become 

the new Coca Cola water 
franchisee and  distributor 
for South Taranaki?
You are rather lucky you 

don’t even have to bottle it.

The fi rst thing to note is 
your invoice does not refer 
to any dates of inspection of 
meter read. Secondly when 
we phoned to ask, “at what 
level does an alarm bell ring 
to alert people to  over water 
tax? “ 

The fi gure provided was $ 
2,000. Now that would seem 

A word to the council
a lot of water used and a 
major leak somewhere.
We are not a commercial 

enterprise where we can pass 
this cost on.  And even if we 
were,  I do not think another 
fi fty cent charge on the 
coffee would be tolerated.
Talking to businesses in 

the street it would appear 
a few are paying for the 
masses. The question has to 
be asked of council .
“ How much is too much for 

water ? “
This is too much ! What 

is the going rate for water? 
Whether we used it or not.
By a simple act of putting 

a meter on an existing water 
line, council becomes a 
“water tax collector.”
I understand this maybe 

all new to all parties;  but if 
questions are not asked and 
answered, then the problem 
will simply overfl ow, and 
we will be drowning in 
Water Debt and Taxes. 
I am now scared to fl ush 

the toilet when I stare over 
the cash waterfall of South 
Taranaki District.
Your water feedback will be 

appreciated.
John R. Smith 
Opunake

Herbert Denton, STDC 
operations manager 
responds

Dear Mr Smith,

The Council does not have 
a ‘water tax’. However we 
do charge all water users 
a fee in order to recover 
(ie pay for) what it costs 
to build and operate our 
water supply. (For things 
like water treatment plants, 
reservoirs, pipes, power, 
staff etc). We do not 
generate any extra revenue 
from the charges.

In South Taranaki, as 
elsewhere across New 
Zealand, consumers pay 
either a set annual charge (we 
call this a Targeted Water 
Rate, and it applies mainly 
to residential customers) 
or; if the property has been 
identifi ed as one likely to 
use more than the typical 
residential property (for 
example a business, farm or 
a residential property with 
a swimming pool), a water 
meter is installed and a 
metered rate is applied. 

Previously, at your 
property in question, you 
paid the set annual water 
charge as part of your rates. 
However, prior to 1 July 
2015 a water meter was 
installed at your property. 
This was because your 
property includes both a 
residential dwelling and a 
commercial business, and 
as such was identifi ed as 
one which was likely to use 
more water than the average 
residential property. (As 
a comparison a family 
of four uses on average 
approximately 1,000 litres 
of water per day). With 
the water meter you are 
only being charged for the 
water that is going to your 
property. 

Putting water meters into 
properties which use more 
than the average residential 
property, is part of the 
Council’s plan to improve 
the way we manage 
this valuable resource 
throughout the district. It 
enables both Council and 
the consumer to measure 
and manage our water use 
more effectively, so there 
is less wastage (which is 
better for the environment) 
and consumers are only 
charged for what they use. 
It also provides a way of 
identifying leaks and means 
that residential users don’t 
end up subsidising high 
water users.

In your letter (above) 
you also refer to a number 
of fi gures which are not 
correct. The latest invoice 
sent to you was for 162 
cubic meters of water, 
which is 162,000 litres over 
the 80 day period. This 
means your average water 
consumption was 2,025 
litres per day not 25. The 
current cost for a standard 
urban property on water 
meter is $2.36 per cubic 
meter (ie per 1,000 litres). 
Therefore the actual cost 
is considerably less than 1 
cent per litre.

You will generally pay 
anything from $1 - $2.63 per 
litre of bottled water at the 
supermarket. In comparison 
you receive quality, treated 
drinking water available on 
demand at your property 
for less than 1 cent per 
litre, which I feel this is a 

Continued page 3
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Agricultural advice  
by the book

When it comes to legal issues in the farming industry, 
you’ll find the team at RMY Legal speak your language.

 Ingrams Changes
Where it says owned and operated, we would like the words 'for over 48
years' added, and also the 06 put in front of phone number.   Could you
please give me a price for this advert, which we talked about yesterday.

Kind Regards,

Judith Urlich
Ingrams Contracting Limited
PO Box 390, Hawera 4640
90 Collins Street, Hawera 4610
Ph: 06 278 4786

Specialising in:

* FRONT LOAD BINS
   (1.5m TO 4.5m)
* JUMBO SKIPS (9m)
* SUPA SKIPS (6m)
* LOW SKIPS (4m)
* 4 x 4 BINS (1.8m)

Specialising in:

* FRONT
   (1.5m 
* JUMBO SKIPS (9m)
* SUP
* LOW
* 4 x 4 BINS (1.8m)

Specialising in:

* FRONT
   (1.5m 
* JUMBO SKIPS (9m)
* SUP
* LOW
* 4 x 4 BINS (1.8m)

CARING FOR YOUR

for over 48 years

06 278 4786
PHONE

COMMUNITY

HOW TO BE RUBBISH FREE

Locally owned & operated

PH: 06 278 4786Hawera - Stratford - Opunake
INGRAM’SINGRAM’S

OPUNAKE OFFICE
OPEN EVERY WEDNESDAY FROM 10am TO 3.30pm

Accounting for the future, today

Hawera - Opunake - 06 278 4169

“Let’s create your business growth
strategy together”

Your only local community accounting firm

Ph 06 759 7430 - info@saundersarchitects.co.nz

SAUNDERS ARCHITECTS 128 Vivian St, New Plymouth

LOVE YOUR
HEARING 

[again]

FREE hearing screening tests  |  ACC claims  |  Tinnitus
Custom noise protection  |  Superior hearing aids

Subsidies and funding avaliable

Truly Local Audiology
Lisa Keen brings over 20 years of hearing heathcare experience

to Opunake for regular hearing clinics.
Wednesdays by appointment at CoastalCare, Napier Street

Call 0800 555 676 today
appointments are limited 

Subsidies and funding avaliable

Opunake  |  New Plymouth  |  Inglewood

reasonable cost for this vital 
service. 

In 2005, to meet new 
Government drinking water 
standards, Council began 
a ten year programme to 
massively upgrade the 
district’s aging water 
infrastructure. We invested 
a huge amount of time and 
money into improving the 
district’s water supplies 
and completed nearly $58 
million of work since then. 
This included a new $3.4 
million Water Treatment 
Plant for Opunake, which 
was opened in 2014. 
Today our water supplies 
are more robust than they 
have ever been with new 
treatment plants, water 
bores, reservoirs and 
interconnections between 
some supplies. Our district 
water supply now meets 
all the latest drinking water 
standards, and we are in the 
enviable position of having 
completed most of the 
costly upgrades that many 
councils’ are yet to face.

Roberts article is headed 
“God is dead, and we killed 
him” words from a German 
philosopher Friedrich 
Nietzsche.

Contrary to popular belief - 
God is not dead. He is alive 
and well. Many throughout 
history have tried to destroy 
His plan for humanity by 
killing off His people and 
destroying His manual for 
life here on planet earth.

A Pharaoh of Egypt 
(through fear of a nation 
becoming mightier than his) 
tried to kill off all the male 
Israelites at birth - Moses 
survived.

King Herod (through fear 
of another King usurping 
his authority) killed off all 
the children in Jerusalem 
two years and under - Jesus 
survived.

Hitler (through pride) tried 
to annihilate the Jewish 
race - Israel survived and 
became a nation in 1948. 
(Interestingly Friedrich 
was one of Adolf’s favorite 
philosophers.)

When the Bible was 
translated into the language 
of the common man back in 
the 1500’s much political 
effort was used to stop it. 
Large numbers of Bibles 
were burn, and its proponents 
executed. Yet the Bible is 
still the bestselling book in 
the world.

Robert’s article states 
“modern science killed 
God.”Things haven’t 
changed since we came into 
the ´scientifi c ageµ. 3eople 
who believe God is alive are 
often portrayed as intolerant 
in our modern P.C. world. 
Yet it is interesting that 
Charles Darwin’s “Theory” 
of Evolution (which many 
scientists believe is fact) 
supports a mindset of 
intolerance that plagues 
our planet to this day. The 
mindset that certain races are 
lower on the evolutionary 
ladder than others. Hitler’s 
blue-eyed blonde haired 
Aryan race was fuelled 
by this mindset. Another 
example was highlighted in 
an extreme way back in 1906 
when Ota Benga, a Pygmy 
from the Congo, was caged 

with primates as an exhibit 
in a St Louis zoo.

In contrast, it was a person 
who believed in God who 
championed the abolition 
of the slave trade in 
England in the early 1800’s. 
William Wilberforce had 
a personal encounter with 
God, an encounter which 
gave him the courage and 
determination to battle 
against all odds to see God’s 
will be done here on earth as 
it is in heaven. Check out the 
movie Amazing Grace.

God is alive. Many of the 
international aid agencies 
were founded by people who 
believe in God. People in 
need cry out to God - God 
hears their cry and awakens 
compassion within people 
who are able and willing to 
meet that need. Look in our 
own nation with volunteer 
organisations like City 

Missions, Salvation Army, 
Presbyterian Support, etc.

Robert, you suggested 
that Christianity was a 
“compensatory religion” 
- behave well and you get 
your reward. While it is true 
that one of God’s principles 
is “you reap what you sow”, 
the essence of Christianity is 
this - “For God so loved the 
world that He gave His only 
begotten son that whoever 
believes in Him will not 
perish but have eternal life.” 
It’s not amazing justice, so 
much as amazing grace.

Science is great. It allows 
mankind to discover and use 
all that God has put in His 
creation of the natural world.

But wait - there’s more 
than just the natural world. 
Science can’t measure 
Love, Hope, and Faith. 
Human beings are the only 
instruments that can measure 

these.
Since God created mankind 

and gave us freewill - one 
thing hasn’t changed - 
Choice. The Bible says in 
John 1: 10 “God was in the 
world, and the world was 
made by Him and the world 
did not know Him. He came 
to His own and His own did 
not receive Him. But as many 
as received Him, to them he 
gave the right to become the 
children of God”.

I have not read Friedrich 
Nietzsche’s book but I do 
read the Bible, and I have 
found that when read with 
faith there is no shadow of 
doubt that God is alive and 
well in 2016.

I hope you’ve had a great 
Christmas and have stepped 
into a new year of hope and 
joy.

Pastor Murray  McEw an
The W ave

God’s not dead - a 
response to Robert 
Shaw’s article

Eva Langton from 
Opunake is this year’s head 
girl at St Mary’s Diocesan 
School in Stratford. A Year 
12 current boarder, she is 
a strong academic having 
gained NCEA Level 1 with 
an Excellence endorsement 
and is currently sitting on a 
Level 2 Merit endorsement 
prior to external results.

Eva is a senior member 
of the school’s Kapa Haka 
Roopu, and also sings in the 
school choir.

In 2015 she has been 
both Chapel Sacristan and 
Board of Trustees student 
representative.

Eva is a talented 
sportswoman, being the 
school Intermediate cross 
country champion and 
captaining the A Basketball 
team. She represented 
Taranaki in the Under 17 
Girls team, and was named 
in the tournament team at the 
recent National Secondary 
School Girls Tournament 
in Palmerston North. She 
has also trialled for the New 

Zealand Womens’ Under 19 
team. 

Eva will study Chemistry, 
English, Mathematics with 
Statistics, Physics and 
Physical Education,  with a 
broad career path in health.

She is a recent recipient 
of a scholarship to attend 
the Australasian Alliance of 
Girls’ Schools Leadership 
Camp at Bond University, 
Queensland in January 2016.

 St Mary’s Head Girl named

St Mary’s Head Girl 
Eva Langton

In our December 4 issue of 
last year we reported on the 
Roigard trial. In our report 
we referred to a witness 
Andy Wright stating that 
Aaron had expressed suicidal 
thoughts, but the timing 
of this was not included in 
the article. Evidently, these 
suicidal comments were 
made many years ago and 

not in recent  times. It was 
felt by members  of  the 
Wright family that the way 
this was reported suggested 
that the comments had been 
made recently – which was 
clearly not the case. 

We are sorry for the 
distress and anger this aspect 
of our reporting has caused.

        &lDrifi cDtion
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CO M M U N I T Y  CO M M E N T

Got it Covered South Taranaki
P. 06 278 8255 - M. 027 508 8958

11 Fitzgerald Lane, RD 13, Hawera
www.gotitcoveredsouthtaranaki.co.nz

Canvas work, PVC, Saddlery,
Vehicle Interior restoration, Motorbike seats, Trailer 

covers, Sunshades, Tonneau covers, Swimming pools and 
Sandpit covers.

Canvas work, PVC, Saddlery,

www.gotitcoveredsouthtaranaki.co.nz

Houses
Alterations
Decks
Bathrooms
Kitchens
Roofing
Fences
Concrete
Cowsheds
Farm Buildings

Wishing the Penningtons all the
success in their business
ventures and all the best.

Taranaki wide sales, hire and service.
Free delivery, competitive prices.

MOBILITY SCOOTERS

with whatever you need.
and all living aids - we’ll help you

Kevin & Marilyn Bromell
154 PRINCES ST - HAWERA

Ph: 06 278 8072 - Freephone 0800 765 763
www.mobilityandmore.co.nz

0800 765 763
TARANAKI WIDE SALES & SERVICE

OBILITY &
ORE 2010 LTD

by SCARPAS David Deacon

SHOE & BOOT
SALE

Also

SHOE, BAG & LEATHER REPAIRS
244 Broadway - STRATFORD

Ph (06) 765 5591 - Fax (06) 765 5594

SCHOOL SANDALS
BOYS & GIRLS

At Monday’s (25 January) 
Special Council Meeting, 
Council adopted a new kerb-
side rubbish and recycling 
collection policy which will 
start from 1 July.

The policy was introduced 
to provide greater consis-
tency, transparency and fair-
ness across the district and 
to ensure that Council does 
not take business away from 
local waste management 
companies.

South Taranaki District 
Council group manager of 
engineering services Brent 
Manning says the kerbside 
collection service is only 
meant for domestic/resi-
dential users, but over time 
some commercial and other 
non-residential groups were 

A new regime for recycling
included as, in the past, lo-
cal waste collection services 
were limited in some areas. 

“Now there are local waste 
management businesses 
which collect right across 
South Taranaki. Unintention-
ally Council has been com-
peting with local business for 
this service, which is not what 
we should be doing,” says Mr 
Manning.

“This Policy corrects those 
inconsistencies, returns us to 
our core role, which is pro-
viding a waste collection ser-
vice for domestic customers, 
and makes it fair for everyone 
across the district,” he says.

Mr Manning says over the 
next couple of months, Coun-
cil will contact the 191 non-
residential customers across 

the district advising them of 
the change, and suggesting 
alternative private providers.

The Taranaki Regional 
Council also has a waste min-
imisation offi cer available to 
any business or organisation 
which may want advice on 
ways to reduce their waste.

“The Council is required by 
law (Waste Minimisation Act 
2008) to promote effective 
and effi cient waste manage-
ment in our district, and in 
conjunction with our  Waste 
Minimisation Plan that is 
what this policy sets out to 
do,” says Mr Manning.

The new policy also puts 
a limit on having one set of 
(recycling and rubbish) bins 
for residential customers un-
less there are extenuating cir-

cumstances. (Note this does 
not apply to greenwaste bins)

“We want to encourage 
recycling,” says Mr Man-
ning. “Last September, we 
increased the capacity of resi-
dents to recycle with larger 
kerbside collection recycling 
bins and the introduction of 
glass crates. So the kerbside 
collection service should pro-
vide more than enough space 
for the typical household, if 
you are using it correctly.”

For more information about 
the kerbside collection policy, 
or tips and hints on recycling, 
visit www.southtaranaki.com 
or contact Council on 0800 
111 323.

The South Taranaki District 
Council (STDC) has agreed 
to establish a Digital Devel-
opment Fund (DDF) of up 
to $1 million to help provide 
high quality, high speed ac-
cess to the internet and mobile 
networks across the district.
STDC Chief Executive, 
Craig Stevenson, says the 
DDF comes in response 
to the Government’s de-
cision (in March 2015) to 
extend their Ultra-Fast Broad-
band and Rural Broadband 
Initiatives and establish a 

Council backs districts digital future
Mobile Black Spot Fund, 
to the tune of $360 million.
“Councils across NZ were 
invited to submit bids to these 
contestable government funds. 
Unsurprisingly we are one out 
of 64 Councils who’ve ex-
pressed an interest in extend-
ing existing services under the 
Government’s scheme.  So, in 
an effort to create a point of 
difference with our bid, the 
Council has agreed to create 
this Digital Development 
Fund,” says Mr Stevenson. 
“In today’s world, being 
digitally capable is absolutely 
vital to economic prosperity. 
The Council believes improv-
ing our mobile cell phone 
and internet connections is 
one of the most important 

things we can do to improve 
the distr ict’s economic 
and social development.”
“The Fund would be primar-
ily used for co-investment 
with either the Government 
or other service providers 
to help build a high qual-
ity, open access, backhaul 
fi bre network along all parts 
of SH3 and SH45 that fall 
within our district,” he says.
´This fi bre network will then 
allow existing service pro-
viders to provide enhanced 
broadband and mobile cov-
erage into our rural areas via 
wireless and other technolo-
gies,” says Mr Stevenson.
“We see this as a genuine 
opportunity to create better 
quality fast broadband for 

our whole district, particu-
larly in rural areas,” he says.
Mr Stevenson says the Digital 
Development Fund will be 
created by ring fencing up 
to $1 million from the Coun-
cil’s Long Term Investment 
Fund. By using this funding 
source, the Council can ensure 
there is no impact on rates.
Mr Stevenson says the Coun-
cil expects their bid for sec-
ond round ultrafast fibre 
build to be considered by 
the Ministry of Business, 
Innovation and Employment 
sometime in the first three 
months of 2016 and then 
subsequent locations related 
to Rural Broadband and Mo-
bile Black Spot funding in the 
second quarter of the year.

On this month in history: Ronald Hugh Morrieson born
On January, 29, 1922 writer 

Ronald Hugh Morrieson was 
born in Hawera. He was a 
brilliant musician who played 
in a number of bands and he 
lead some. He could play 
a number of instruments 
including the guitar, double 

bass, piano and saxaphone.
In middle age he wrote 

novels and his fi rst two were 
published in his life time - 
The Scarecrow and Came 
A Hot Friday. His other two 
novels Pallet on the Floor and 
Predicament were published 

after his death. He is the only 
NZ writer to have all his nov-
els made into fi lms.

Later in life he had poor 
health and was probably an 
alcoholic. He died in 1972 
aged 50.

331 St Aubyn St • New Plymouth Ph (06) 759 9943
FREEPHONE 0800 289 493

A/H Mike Hareb (06) 752 7697  Ton Deken (06) 752 7405

TARANAKI'S 4WD CENTRE - VISIT www.harebdekenmotors.co.nzRMVT RMVT

$24,990
Bodykit

05 MERCEDES BENZ ML 350

Auto, elects, 19" alloys, “Brabus”
Body Kit, Good Kms,
immac in silver.

4WD

$16,990
REDUCED

2006 MITSUBISHI PAJERO

SWB, 3.0 V6, 5 spd, p/s,
a/c, airbags, ABS, 107kms,
alloys, stunning in black.

ECONOMY

2012 VOLVO XC60

1.5 RX, auto, p/s, a/s,
airbags, alloys, 5 door
RV, 71kms, superb in red.

$39,990
FARM & FAMILY

2013 NISSAN NAVARA
4WD ST-X 450

$44,990

VOLVO V40
CROSS COUNTRY

$49,990

2010 NISSAN JUKE

$17,990
SPORTY

4WD/4x4, 2.5T/Dsl, 
ABS,Towbar.
A black beauty.

5 Door, ABS Brakes, 
a/c, alloys, cruise 
control. Superb mid- 
range SUV. Silver.

4WD, ABS, air con, alloys, 
climate ctrl, cruise ctrl,
LOW KMS! AWD! AS NEW!
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Torchmate CNC plasma
profile cutting for customised precision

plates and parts

We are a local company training local people.
Email us at coastalwelders@xtra.co.nz

WAREA

*New homes
*Alterations
*Rotary cowsheds
*Herringbone dairy sheds
*Concrete driveways

*Bridges
*Pre-cast silage pits
*Hay barns & implement sheds
*Concrete races
*Repair work

We are a licensed building practitioner and Master Builders member.
Experienced in the design and consent process.

209 Coronation Ave, NEW PLYMOUTH

WHERE YOU GO FOR HEADSTONES

209 Coronation Ave,
NEW PLYMOUTH - Ph: 06 759 9975

33 High Street, 
HAWERA - Ph: 06 278 5518

HARDINGS
FUNERAL SERVICES LTD
17 REGENT ST HAWERA

PHONE 06 278 8633
SERVING OUR COMMUNITIES  FOR 3 GENERATIONS

Our professional attention to detail 
& empathy is our hallmark

or 06 759 8432
027 231 1797

www.agtraction.co.nz - info@agtraction.co.nz

Sales

A new regime for recycling

331 St Aubyn St • New Plymouth Ph (06) 759 9943

A/H Mike Hareb (06) 752 7697  Ton Deken (06) 752 7405
FREEPHONE 0800 289 493

TARANAKI'S 4WD CENTRE - VISIT www.harebdekenmotors.co.nzRMVT RMVT

$24,990
Bodykit

05 MERCEDES BENZ ML 350

Auto, elects, 19" alloys, “Brabus”
Body Kit, NZ New, Good Kms,
immac in silver.

4WD

$16,990
REDUCED

2006 MITSUBISHI PAJERO

SWB, 3.0 V6, 5 spd, p/s,
a/c, airbags, ABS, 107kms,
alloys, stunning in black.

AWD

2012 VOLVO XG60

1.5 RX, auto, p/s, a/s,
airbags, alloys, 5 door
RV, 71kms, superb in red.

$39,990
Style & Economy

2013 NISSAN NAVARA
4WD ST-X 450

$44,990

VOLVO V40
CROSS COUNTRY

$49,990

2010 NISSAN JUKE

$17,990
FAMILY

4WD/4x4, 2.5T/Dsl,
ABS,Towbar.
A black beauty.

5 Door, ABS Brakes,
a/c, alloys, cruise
control. Superb mid-
range SUV. Silver.

4WD, ABS, air con, alloys,
climate ctrl, cruise ctrl,
LOW KMS! AWD! AS NEW!

Taranaki - if you’re within 
reach, have a look at the 
rock carving symposium on 
the Coastal Walkway, and 
my bomb sculpture down 
by Belt Road. now installed 
on New Plymouth’s beau-
tiful Coastal  Walkway.
On the Virtual Tart news 
page there’s news about art 
classes, local exhibitions, 
and you can see the ter-
rific brochure which will 
accompany the Super Hero 
exhibition touring USA - with 

Taranaki superhero scenes 
to tour Taranaki

Graham Kirk’s work in it. 
After a month at the Bed-

ford Gallery in Walnut 
Creek, San Francisco, the 
exhibition will tour the Unit-
ed States for three years.

Three of the four works 
that he has in the show fea-
ture the Taranaki landscape 
- Supergirl and Mount Ta-
ranaki, Batman and Robin at 
Pukekura Park and Wonder-
woman and light over Okato. 
The other image is Won-
derwoman in Paris - 1968.

They won’t be the origi-
nals, but large prints that 
are being made from the 
fi les that *raham sent them.

Being Human is a Strange 
Mix is an exhibition by Avril 
Douglas of England.  I’ve 
known Avril’s collage work 
for many years.  It’s good to 
now see her textile and sculp-
tural work as well. Have a 
look.  On the Virtual Tart site
The GET REAL show will 
be online in February.  De-
tails on the Virtual Tart site

And, of course, ICE18, the 
18th annual international 
collage exhibition/exchange, 
will be online and also hang-
ing in a fi ne gallery in 1ew 
Zealand during April.  One 
work from each artist will 
go to the permanent collec-
tion of The Verbeke Foun-
dation in Belgium.    De-
tails for taking part are on 
the outofsight.co.nz site

D a l e  C o p e l a n d

On January 16, the Ta-
ranaki Rescue Helicopter 
picked up a paraglider who 
had crashed on to rocks 
near Black Beach.

Helicopter crewman Ben 
Wallbank said they had re-
ceived reports of the crash 
that morning.  Along with 
a St John Intensive Care 
medic, the crew was able 
to locate the adult male 
paraglider after a brief 
search along the coastline. 
Due to the location of the 
patient, they had to pick up 
additional additional equip-
ment and assistance from 
the Solice Dnd fi re service 
Dnd Á \ theP to the scene� 
Ben said. The patient was 
then Á oZn to 7DrDnDNi %Dse 
Hospital.

Rescued from the rocks LEFT:

Our next issue is February 12, but we need 
advertisements and editorial by Monday 
February 8.
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Windscreen replacements & repairs
Chassis Straightening
Spoiler Kits fitted
Private repairs      Rust proofing
Plastic welding     Insurance work
24 hour towing

Ph/Fax (06) 278 8233
22 Cambria Street, Hawera

Mob 027 249 9489
A/Hrs (06) 278 7314

mr.fix@xtra.co.nz

Courtesy
vehicles
available

Accident & Medical Clinic

Clinic hours 8am-8pm
No appointment needed

24 hr urgent medical care
X-ray

Pharmacy

OPEN EVERY DAY
Richmond Centre

8 Egmont St  New Plymouth  Ph(06) 759 8915
ACC and RNZCGP Accredited

6NEWS

We got off to an early start 
on the morning December 
19 when the siren went up at 
5:26 to help the Rahotu Bri-
gade extinguish a driftwood 
fi re on the .ina 5oad beach. 
It looked like there had been 
aµ fi reworks happening ´on 
the Friday night and one of 
the rockets must have landed 
in the wood and set it alight 
overnight. It was reported to 
Rural Fire and we were sent 
to deal to it. 1ot a lot of harm 
was done, but it shows the 
dangers of fi ring the rockets 
in the wrong direction and the 
wasted time that is involved 
to putting the resulting fi res 
out.

In the early hours of Satur-
day 26th, we were called to 

assist the 6t. -ohn $mbulance 
crew with a cardiac arrest pa-
tient. 8nfortunately, we were 
unable to resuscitate %rian. 
We would like to pass on our 
condolences to Rewa and all 
of her whanau and friends at 
this extremely sad time. The 
$&�'& concerts won·t be 
the same without you Pix, 
and now regrettably we have 
to think of the 200� $&�'& 
song 5.I.3. �5ock In 3eace�.

We were on the road again 
on Monday 28th looking for a 
vehicle that was upside down 
in a drain with the driver un-
able to get out. The trapped 
driver had made the emer-
gency call herself, but was 
sketchy with the location and 
Fire &ontrol thought she said 
she was on the Ihaia 5oad. 
She was extremely fortunate 
that a passing motorist spot-
ted the upturned vehicle on 
the Wiremu Road, and kicked 
the window in to get her out. 
Luckily she escaped without 
injury to herself, but the car 
will reTuire maMor surgery.

We were called again to the 
Wiremu Road on Wednesday 
30th, to fi nd a vehicle on its 
side in the Okahu Stream, 
between 1gariki and .ahui 
5oads. The two travellers 

were still trapped in the ve-
hicle, so we physically had 
to lift them out and get them 
to dry ground. They were 
checked out by Roger Blume, 
a First Responder with St 
-ohn·s,  so when the ambu-
lance arrived, it was a quick 
´load-up ´and away it went. 
$pparently, the lady driver 
fell asleep and the vehicle 
clipped the guard rail and 
it was all over. Fortunately, 
neither was seriously hurt, 
but once again, the vehicle 
will reTuire maMor surgery. 

We kicked off 2016 with 
a call to 1amu 5oad when 
a motorcycle owner tried to 
start his bike, and unfortu-
nately, it backfi red through 
the carbie. This set the 64 
metre square shed alight 
resulting in the building and 
contents being completely 
destroyed in the bla]e. The 
property owners made sure 
all responding fi re crews had 
a box of refreshments to wash 
down any inhaled smoke or 
ash. Thanks guys, it·s always 
nice to be appreciated.

2ur crew supported the .a-
ponga and Manaia brigades 
on the 12th at an incident on 
the 0angawhero 5oad. The 
owners could smell a burn-
ing odour in their house and 

thought the worst. 2n inspec-
tion, nothing seemed to be” 
glowing, ´so the electricians 
took over to check it out. The 
fault was traced back to the 
toaster and a plastic bread 
bag. The bag had decided to 
fuse itself to the toaster, caus-
ing the smell. 

On Saturday 16th we attend-
ed another motor vehicle ac-
cident on the :iremu 5oad. 
<es, the :iremu again. :ell 
we arrived at the spot, but 
those involved had already 
extracted their vehicle from 
the ditch and split the scene. 
So it was back to the station 
to give the appliance a wash.

 
:hen the 64 callouts for the 

2015 year are broken down 
into categories, the majority 
were for 6pecial 6ervices. 
This is made up of things like 
setting up helicopter landing 
spots, gas leaks, flooding, 
clearing and�or repairs to 
storm and tornado damage, 
petrol spillage, accident de-
bris from the road, or assist-
ing the 3olice. 9egetation 
fi res make up the next area 
followed by 0otor 9ehicle 
$ccidents.

    
   
               

Opunake Volunteer Fire Brigade News

Tony :illetts· fi rst visit to 
2punake was ´a few years 
ago” on a surfing trip to 
Taranaki, and 2punake was 
as far south as he came.

1ow, having been at the 
Opunake Police Station 
since the start of the year, 
3& :illetts is back to stay.  

´2punake·s been good so 
far, and everybody·s been 
welcoming,µ he says. ́ I enMoy 
the small town policing role, 
and I·m looking forward to 
being part of the community.µ

Original ly  f rom West 
$uckland, he has been with 
the police for nine years. 
Five of these were in West 

$uckland, and the last four 
have been in .aikoura.

+e describes .aikoura as 
a town with a population of 
about 4000, which doubles 
over summer.

´2punake·s a wee bit 
smaller, which suits me,” 
he says.

He notes the difference 
between police work in 
:est $uckland, and smaller 
centres like .aikoura and 
2punake.

´In a small town, you can 
have an impact that you can·t 
have in the city. <ou can 
make a difference, which can 
be very rewarding. <ou are 

not always just the ambulance 
at the bottom of the cliff. In 
a small town, you·ve got the 
fl exibility to be a bit more 
proactive

´It·s a good Mob. <ou get 
out and about, and there·s 
something different happen-
ing every day.µ

With interests which in-
clude surfing and fishing, 
he says Opunake is a good 
place to be.

He says he did a number 
of things before joining the 
police, including some over-
seas travel and working for an 
aluminium balustrading com-
pany. +e is married with two 
children, aged one and four, 
who, he says, keep him busy.

         The new face at the Opunake Police station. PC Tony Willetts.

Not always just the ambulance at the bottom of the cliff

Malcolm Pease - Ph: 06 764 8262 - email: thepeavine@xtra.co.nz

DON’T WAIT FOR SPRING!
Give Malcolm & Jill a phone call and they’ll measure up

for your new CABIN!

Sleepouts

Malcolm Pease - Ph: 06 764 8262
email: thepeavine@xtra.co.nz

DON’T WAIT FOR SPRING!
Give Malcolm & Jill a phone call and they’ll

measure up for your new
CABIN!

Sleepouts
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■ Vehicle Signage
■ Building Signage
■ Logo Design
■ Digital Printing
■ Stone Guard Bonnet Protection
■ Honours Boards
■ For All Your Signage Needs

PH: 06 278 6224
220 South Road, Hawera

• Sectional, Roller, Tilt.
• Automatic Openers

• Repairs & Maintenance
Call for a Free Measure & Quote

Ph 06 7588073

Garage Doors Specialists

For over 3 0 years Jill and 
M alcolm P ease have been 
building moveable sleepouts 
and cabins, at fi rst, mainly for 
use on the dairy farms - to be 
placed near milking sheds for 
the safety of children while 
their parents attend to the 
farm chores. M ore recently 
there has been a need for 
sleepouts and outside studios, 
extra rooms for guests or even 
gypsy garden houses. 

 A  country cottage (pictured 
below) Malcolm and Jill have 
nearly completed, is almost 
ready to move to a central 
Taranaki lifestyle block. It is 
fully lined and insulated and 
it will be positioned to take 
full advantage of 360 degree 
views of the Mountain in the 
west to the hills in the east of 
Taranaki.

Also, with various items of 
old farm machinery available, 
much of this has been rebuilt 
into garden accessories;  old 
cart wheels are ideal for rose 
and other supports. M alcolm 

Lifestyle garden cottages, studios and farm cottages

Nearing completion Malcolm inspects his latest building under construction. The gables 
inside are both attractive and make for extra strength. Low maintenance aluminium 
Moiner\ is Dnother iPSortDnt feDture� 7his one Zill Ee fi nished Zith interior stDining� Ds 
well as having an appealing veranda.

and Jill have a 1 9 1 0 style 
pony wagon (pictured below) 
and gypsy garden planter for 
sale. Wagon wheels are also 
available.

This 1910 style pony wagon is also for sale.

M alcolm and Jill custom 
build to individual or family 
requirements. G ive them a no 
obligation call (Phone 06 764 
8262) for further details.

Malcolm Pease - Ph: 06 764 8262 - email: thepeavine@xtra.co.nz

DON’T WAIT FOR SPRING!
Give Malcolm & Jill a phone call and they’ll measure up

for your new CABIN!

Sleepouts

Malcolm Pease - Ph: 06 764 8262
email: thepeavine@xtra.co.nz

DON’T WAIT FOR SPRING!
Give Malcolm & Jill a phone call and they’ll

measure up for your new
CABIN!

Sleepouts

This photo of the 1903 
Opunake Fire Brigade ap-
peared in the last issue of 
the Opunake and Coastal 
News. Brigade members 
are (from left) G. Davis, 
J. Sinclair, A. Wallis, A. 
Reid, W. Markham, L. 
Swaysland,   J.Stewart, W. 
Wallis, J. Ritson, R.Guy, 
and T.Tanner.

J.(John) Stewart had 
Erought the fi re SuPS froP 
England and donated it to 
the Opunake township. A 
progressive and enterpris-
ing man, in 1882 he  helped 
set up the first Opunake 
Town Board. He married 
a Miss Stevenson from Pi-
hama in 1885, and owned 
an aerated (fizzy drink ) 
factory in town. He set up 
a small dynamo to pro-
duce electricity to light 
up his factory and resi-
dence, and had dreams of 
setting up a larger unit, 
using water from the Waiau 

3utting out fi res 1903 style

River to supply electricity 
to homes and businesses in 
Opunake. 

 
Other members on the 

Board in 1899 did not share 
John’s vision, and it wasn’t 

until 1921 that the idea 
surfaced again. This time 
all thought it was a great 
idea, so it was acted upon 
immediately, with electric-
ity being produced by 1922. 

On this month in history; Janet Frame dies
 
2n -anuary 2004 1= writer 

-anet Frame �-anet &lutha� 
died in 'unedin, aged �9. 
6he had been suffering from 
a blood disease. +er early life 
was marred by long periods 
spent in psychiatric hospitals 
and she had many shock treat-
ments. 6he was due to have 
a brain operation called a lo-

botomy when she won a liter-
ary award for her fi rst book of 
short stories ¶The /agoon and 
2ther 6tories· �19�1�. The 
medical authorities decided 
against the operation when 
they learned about the award.

+er first novel ¶2wls 'o 
&ry· �19��� was written in 
Frank 6argeson·s famous 

army hut. $long with .ath-
erine 0ansfi eld, -anet is con-
sidered our most outstanding 
writer by many people.

If you are in 2amaru you 
can walk the -anet Frame 
0emorial Trail, which in-
cludes the (den 6treet house 
where she spent much of her 
childhood.
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Hon Chester Borrows MP

Hi Bernice, 
 
We have been thinking of changing our advert for a while, so I have done some playing and come up 
with the attached Warwick advert. 
 
Can you ask  your design team if they can design something very similar and forward a proof to us, 
so we can hopefully get it into our next scheduled issue of Opunake & Coastal News. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Kim 
Branderson Homes Ltd  
  

OFFICE LOCATED AT: 37 HAUTAPU ROAD
CAMBRIDGE

TELEPHONE 07 827 3901
email: branderson.homes@xtra.co.nz - website: www.brandersonhomes.co.nz

Name:                                                                       

Address: Style/Size:

Please mail to : Branderson Homes Ltd, PO Box 434, Cambridge, 3450

Please send us an information pack about your Transportable Pre-Built Homes

Ph No:
OFFICE LOCATED AT: 37 HAUTAPU ROAD

CAMBRIDGE
TELEPHONE 07 827 3901

email: branderson.homes@xtra.co.nz - website: www.brandersonhomes.co.nz

Name:                                                                       

Address: Style/Size:

Please mail to : Branderson Homes Ltd, PO Box 434, Cambridge, 3450

Please send us an information pack about your Transportable Pre-Built Homes

Ph No:

ELECTRICAL
OPUNAKE

Generators Pto + Diesel Sets
All Cowshed Wiring
Farm Control Systems
Domestic Wiring
Electrical Inspections

No job too big or too small

Wiring the Coast - 20 years experience

Ph: Craig on 027 207 7775

www.national.org.nz

Chester Borrows
MP FOR WHANGANUI

Hawera Office
11 Victoria Street
Ph: 06 278 4059
chester.hawera@parliament.govt.nz

www.national.org.nz

JONATHAN YOUNG
MP  F O R  NE W  P LYMO U T H

Funded by the Parliamentary Service and 
authorised by Jonathan Young MP.  
Corner of Liardet & Gill St, New Plymouth

A: Corner Gill & Liardet Streets      P: 06 759 1363
E: newplymouthmp@parliament.govt.nz
W: www.jonathanyoung.co.nz

NEW PLYMOUTH OFFICE

Need to speak with your local MP? 
Monthly clinics being held in 
Opunake.  3rd Mon each month.  
10am - 12pm. Opunake Business 
Centre. Please email or phone 
to book a time.

Andrew LITTLE
Labour List MP

Labour Taranaki
158 Tukapa Street

New Plymouth

P 06 753 3211  |  0800 538 852
E labour.taranaki@parliament.govt.nz

F 06 753 4783

Authorised by 
Andrew Little MP,
Parliament 
Buildings, 
Wellington
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 A judge slams the govern-
ment for poor policy and says 
government is giggery -pok-
ing the stats to make them-
selves look good. A man who 
should be in jail might have 
been on home detention or a 
community based sentence, 
but for the Judges insightful 
intervention. Within a day 
the minister fi nds an example 
of an escapee from home 
detention who should have 
been in jail, but isn’t because 
a judge decided against the 
submissions of Probation 
and Police that he should 
not be in jail. Media report-
ing leads weight to the idea 
that people on Home Deten-
tion cut off their anklets and 
decamp, yet of the several 
thousand being monitored 
by electronic anklets, only 18 
people did this last year. Per-
ception is reality apparently.
 The conventions are that 

Window is shutting on reasoned 
debate on justice policy

the Judiciary and Parliamen-
tarians don’t criticise one 
another, yet the public don’t 
care about the niceties of 
protocol, only about safety, 
and will believe anything 
negative that is said about the 
threat of crime and criminals. 
It reinforces what we all 
know to be true, crime is rife 
and we are all under threat.
 We have the lowest crime 
rate in 30 plus years but 
have a record high prison 
population. The number of 
sentenced prisoners are sta-
ble, but are serving longer 
sentences because the public 
believes it needs protecting, 
and political parties have 
every interest in reinforcing 
whatever the voting public 
wants to think. The longer 
sentences are supposedly 
to keep bad beggars in for 
longer, yet nobody can prove 
that longer sentences have 
any deterrent effect on crime. 
No logical person could ever 
argue that making a prisoner 
serve the major proportion of 
their sentence before receiv-
ing any remedial treatment or 
rehabilitative interventions is 
of benefi t to anybody,  bear-
ing in mind all these guys are 
getting out one day, and com-
ing to live in a street near you.
At the current rate, there will 
be a need for another prison in 
the next two years. /ast year 
the prison population grew by 

about a medium sized institu-
tion, 800 plus prisoners. A 
new prison build works out to 
about one million dollars per 
bed. So maybe a new billion 
prison is due soon. Remands 
in custody are sky-rocketing 
and it is nuts. The best in-
vestment by far is to put less 
money up front and spend it 
on those who we know will 
be fi lling that Mail if we don·t 
act quickly. That money, 
which would be spent in the 
thousands, and not the mil-
lions per person,  would be 
on education, welfare, health, 
mental health,  and family 
interventions. But according 
to the red-necks,  this is all 
the jandal-slapping liberal 
stuff that is soft on crime and 
criminals. They would rather 
spend much more, less effi -
ciently to reinforce their false 
views on the effectiveness of 
prisons, the justice system 
and the prospects of ever liv-
ing in a low crime society.
If the people in prisons are 
under educated, (81 per cent), 
under skilled, under the in-
fluence of drugs and alco-
hol, (83 per cent), motivated 
by violence, suffering from 
mental health disorders, (62 
per cent), why wouldn’t we 
target social spending fi rst" 
 My fear if that the window 
for sensible debate and re-
form in the Justice system 
is closing. For eight or nine 

years the major political par-
ties have been aligned on the 
need to cut prison populations 
and spend money wisely 
ahead of youth embarking 
on a criminal career. But 
an Opposition desperate for 
an electoral win, a govern-
ment desperate for another 
term, and social commenta-
tors desperate for relevance 
will all soon start scream-
ing for tougher sentences. 
 
 They will want more dra-
conian and short-sighted 
resolutions to social problems 
that fi t sound-bites and Mustify 
retaining irrational fears and 
long held beliefs. They will 
want the answers to be even 
longer and tougher sentences. 
But the only realistic answer 
is to be smart on crime and 
the causes of crime, and it is 
not tougher on crime for the 
sake of toughness regardless 
of the expense, the ineffec-
tiveness and the hopeless-
ness of the cycle of spend-
ing such polices demand.
Some people would rather 
their irrational fears be en-
dorsed with more police, big-
ger prisons, longer sentences, 
longer court lists and a higher 
body count, than their com-
munity be shown to be safer 
with less of all of the above.

C h e s t e r  B o r r o w s
M P  f o r  W h a n g a n u i

Authorised by Adrian Rurawhe,  
Parliament Buildings,  
Wellington

labour.taranaki@parliament.govt.nz
06 757 5662  |  0800 ADR1AN

Adrian Rurawhe
MP for Te Tai Hauāuru

Labour Taranaki O�ce
21 Northgate 
Strandon
New Plymouth

O�ce hours:
10am – 2pm  
Monday to Friday 
3 – 7pm Thursday
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It beggars belief that in a 
country that has always 
prided itself on being ahead 
of the game and where 
employers are crying out for 
skilled workers across a range 
of industries, there are more 

Young people shouldn’t be left 
on the scrapheap

than 72,000 young Kiwis 
who don’t have a job and are 
not in education or training. 
That’s 11% of under 25 year-
olds. What a massive waste of 
potential talent.
Unemployment is rising, 

Andrew Little MP

and our young people are 
some of the worst affected. 
National’s policies have 
meant 90,000 fewer people 
are in post-school education, 
while there are almost 12,000 
fewer apprentices in training 
than there were in 2007 under 
a /abour *overnment.
These young New Zealanders 
shouldn’t be left on the scrap 
heap. They are our future. 
We need to support them 
into training and give them 
the skills they and employers 
need now and in the long 
term.
2ne way /abour believes we 
can reduce the stubbornly 
high numbers of young 
people not in school or work 
is by expanding its 'ole for 

Apprenticeships scheme, 
which offers employers 
who are willing to train an 
apprentice the equivalent of 
the unemployment benefi t. 
Previously it was restricted 
to 18 and19 year-olds and 
capped at 3000 places each 
year. With the worsening 
unemployment situation and 
an increasing skills shortage 
in vital areas like building, it 
makes sense to expand it to 
include young people aged 
18 – 24. We’ll also remove 
the cap.
The policy has already been 
given the thumbs up by the 
Industry Training Federation, 
with CEO Josh Williams 
pointing out it offered young 
people the chance of a 
productive pathway through 
the apprenticeship system.
Supporting business to help 
young New Zealanders 
with on-the-Mob experience 
and Tualifi cations will help 
break the cycle of long-term 
unemployment. 

Andrew Little MP, Leader of 
the Opposition
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Hi Bernice, 
 
We have been thinking of changing our advert for a while, so I have done some playing and come up 
with the attached Warwick advert. 
 
Can you ask  your design team if they can design something very similar and forward a proof to us, 
so we can hopefully get it into our next scheduled issue of Opunake & Coastal News. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Kim 
Branderson Homes Ltd  
  

OFFICE LOCATED AT: 37 HAUTAPU ROAD
CAMBRIDGE

TELEPHONE 07 827 3901
email: branderson.homes@xtra.co.nz - website: www.brandersonhomes.co.nz

Name:                                                                       

Address: Style/Size:

Please mail to : Branderson Homes Ltd, PO Box 434, Cambridge, 3450

Please send us an information pack about your Transportable Pre-Built Homes

Ph No:
OFFICE LOCATED AT: 37 HAUTAPU ROAD

CAMBRIDGE
TELEPHONE 07 827 3901

email: branderson.homes@xtra.co.nz - website: www.brandersonhomes.co.nz

Name:                                                                       

Address: Style/Size:

Please mail to : Branderson Homes Ltd, PO Box 434, Cambridge, 3450

Please send us an information pack about your Transportable Pre-Built Homes

Ph No:

Cash 4 Scrap
Specialist Outdoor Services

Demolition Work - Total Section Maintenance - Tree
Maintenance - Earthwork - Firewood - Lawnmowing -

Waterblasting - House painting -Removal of
Greenwaste/Rubbish

We are also available for

Contact: Dave Collins
027 605 8437 - 31 King St, Opunake

25 year experienced independent contractor
Taranaki owned

Hi everyone.
I hope you all had an enjoy-

able summer break and are 
ready for what a busy 2016 
has to offer!
Coming up next week is our 
national day, on the anni-
versary of the signing of the 
Treaty of Waitangi.

The treaty marked the start 
of what has become modern 
New Zealand. But how much 
do each of us really know 
about this founding docu-
ment?

I think it would be fair to 
say that for many people, 

ReÁ ecting on our founding docuPent
MAYOR’S COLUMN

Andrew Judd
their knowledge of the treaty 
comes from news stories 

and discussions with fam-
ily and friends, and perhaps 
from what was taught (if it 
was taught) at school many 
years ago.

Yet this is the agreement 
that established a partnership 
between two nations to cre-
ate New Zealand and which 
continues to influence our 
politics and personal relations 
today. I believe it’s worth-
while to understand what the 
treaty is, why there is contro-
versy around it, and why it’s 
said to still be relevant.

Because of this, I’d like 

put to forward a challenge. 
In the lead-up to Waitangi 
Day, consider refreshing your 
knowledge about the treaty 
(I’ll put some useful links 
for treaty information at the 
bottom of this column).

Read up on it, discuss it with 
your family, and consider 
the issues around its creation 
and how it has been applied 
or ignored in the years since.

I believe that more knowl-
edge leads to more under-
standing, which is always a 
worthwhile goal to have.

Meanwhile, New Plym-

outh District Council will 
be holding a family event 
at Puke Ariki Landing from 
11am to 2pm on Waitangi 
Day to commemorate our 
national day. Bring along the 
family and enjoy the music, 
hangi, food stalls, informa-
tion stands and children’s 
activities as we celebrate be-
ing part of a great Taranaki 
community.

I’ll see you there!
:here to leDrn Pore 

DEout the 7reDt\ of :Dit�
Dngi

• T e  A r a  –  T h e 

Encyclopaedia of New 
Zealand: www.teara.govt.
nz/en/treaty-of-waitangi.

• NZ History: www.
nzhistory.net.nz/politics/
treaty-of-waitangi.

• A r c h i v e s  N e w 
Zealand: http://archives.
govt .nz /exhib i t ions /
treaty.

• Network Waitangi 
– Treaty of Waitangi 
Questions and Answers: 
http://nwo.org.nz/files/
QandA.pdf. 

 
                       Andrew Judd

Who hasn’t suffered from 
indigestion and heartburn, 
especially after overdoing it 
with food or drink, or when 
rushing meals? These are 
very common conditions 
although for some of us, 
indigestion and heartburn 
happen for other reasons, 
and can cause considerable 
discomfort.  It’s good to 
know that help is available 
from your pharmacist. 

Wi th  ind iges t ion  (o r 
dyspepsia), we can feel 
sick and experience gas, 
or a bloated feeling, in the 
stomach.  “Indigestion causes 
discomfort and pain in the 
area between your ribs and 
belly button, and occurs 
during eating, or immediately 
after” advise Self Care 
pharmacists.  A common 
symptom of indigestion 
is heartburn, where there 
is a burning feeling rising 
upwards from the stomach 
towards the throat.  The 
acid contents of the stomach 
return, or ¶refl ux·, back into 
the oesophagus (the space 

PHARMACY SELF CARE COLUMN: Relieving indigestion
between the throat and the 
stomach, which is shaped like 
a tube) and causes irritation 
there.

Indigestion and heartburn 
can be caused by foods such as 
cabbage, onions, cucumber, 
curries and chocolate, certain 
drinks( e.g. alcohol, fizzy 
drinks, strong coffee and 
tea),eating food too fast; 
eating fatty or large meals, 
especially late at night., 
stress and anxiety, smoking, 
bending and stooping, being 
overweight,  pregnancy, 
and certain medicines, such 
as aspirin, and other anti-
infl ammatory medicines for 
pain and arthritis.

Try to identify the cause of 
your indigestion or heartburn, 
and if possible avoid these 
things.  If the medicines you 
take gives you symptoms, 
let your pharmacist or doctor 
know.  Sometimes taking 
food at the same time as 
you take your medicines 
can help.  Remember to take 
your medicines with a glass 
of water, while sitting or 

standing upright.
According to Self Care 

pharmacists,  “there are 
changes you can make 
to help prevent or reduce 
symptoms of indigestion 
and heartburn.  They include 
stopping smoking, avoiding 
rich, spicy, fatty foods, and 
large meals late in the day, 
and eating smaller meals, 
having plenty of physical 
activity – at least 30 minutes 
most days; losing weight 
if you are overweight, and 
learning to relax and sleep 
well. Sometimes focusing 
on lifestyle changes may 
be all that is needed to stop 
indigestion and heartburn.

If medicines are required, 
your pharmacy has a wide 
range of products available 
for the short-term relief of 
heartburn and indigestion 
symptoms.  

“We can assist you in 
selecting the one that is best 
for your situation”, advise 
Sel f  Care  pharmacists .  
Antacids neutralise excess 
acid in the stomach.  They can 

provide quick and effective 
relief, but their effects don’t 
last long. 5efl ux symptoms 
can be relieved by medicines 
called alginates that form a 
‘raft’ on top of your stomach 
contents, helping to prevent 
them being regurgitated.  
Where these medicines do 
not help, or symptoms are 
experienced as often as two 
or more times per week, other 
medicines may be required 
that decrease the amount of 
acid made by the stomach. 
There are several different 
types of medication available 
that do this.  Your pharmacist 
can, in certain circumstances, 
supply these medicines 
without a prescription for the 
short term relief of heartburn 
symptoms.  Your Self Care 
pharmacist will advise if this 
is appropriate for you.

“ I f  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  n o 

Society of NZ Inc.

improvement with lifestyle 
measures along with short-
term use of medicines, or if 
symptoms suggest another 
cause, then we would refer 
you to your doctor for 

further investigations and 
treatmentµ, confi rm Self Care 
pharmacists.
        Prepared by Pharmacy        
Self Care, Pharmaceutical 
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Toll Free 0800 707 404

We deliver for suppliers of PKE ALL 

No GIMMICKS
JUST GREAT PRICING

CALL US NOW FOR
COMPETITIVE

PRICING

DELIVERING PKE
TO THE COAST

FOR OVER
TEN YEARS

Rural & General Cartage
Specialising in:
* Palm Kernel
* Aggregate
* Fertiliser
* Bale Cartage

Livestock Cartage
Depots in:
* Okato
* Hawera
* Auroa
* Waitara

Ready Mix Concrete
Depots in:
* Hawera
* Wiremu

Ground Spreading
* Spreadmark Certified
* 4WD Trucks
* GPS Proof of Placement

COASTAL OUTLOOK

Dr Robert Shaw

Ida Gaskin, who died on 
January 8 aged 96 never 
forgot where she came from.  
Born in Wales, as Ida Jacobs, 
her family experienced 
unemployment during the 
Great Depression, leading 
to a lifelong commitment 
to democratic socialism. In 
later life this was refl ected 
in involvement with the 
Workers Educational 
Association and the New 
Zealand Labour Party. In 
1984, she came within a few 
hundred votes of winning 
the New Plymouth seat 
for Labour off National 
Party cabinet minister Tony 
Friedlander.

A graduate of London 
University, she is also 
remembered for her teaching 
career, for her time as Head 
of the English Department 
at New Plymouth Girls 
High School and as national 
president of the Post Primary 
Teachers Association.

She is also remembered 
for her lifelong love of 
Shakespeare, which took her 
to the title of New Zealand 
Mastermind in 1983.

All this and more was 
remembered at her funeral at 
St Joseph’s Catholic Church, 
New Plymouth. There were 

 Taranaki is economically 
depressed and under-
developed. Last year we 
went into recession for 
two months. Poverty here 
is worse than elsewhere in 
New Zealand. Our children 
are more obese. 

Our people have lower 
levels of school and 
university Tualifi cations than 
the rest of New Zealand. 
Boys particularly get little 
from their schooling. Fewer 
Taranaki families have the 
internet in the home than the 
New Zealand average. Those 
in work in South Taranaki 
and Stratford, often work 
longer hours than people in 
other parts of New Zealand. 
About 5,000 Taranaki people 
cannot converse in English. 

So what enables our 
Members of Parliament to 

          Our statistics are not so good

claim we are doing well? 
The short answer is that 
our statistics are a bit odd.  

Need to see us right
The fi rst step in solving 

some of Taranaki’s 
problems is to see us right. 

In the jargon, we need a 
“Business Environmental 
Analysis” for Taranaki. 
It means you look at your 
whole living situation in an 
objective way.

 The word 
“environment” here includes 
things social, economic and 
political, not just green stuff. 
Unless you know in detail 
about the situation in which 
you operate, you cannot 
produce a strategic plan. So 
it is with Taranaki. 

 But, our Members 
of Parliament show no 
signs that they actually see 
us right at all. They have 
come to believe their own 
propaganda.

Brilliant reports
Congratulations to 

Statistics New Zealand 
and the TSB Community 

Trust. You fund work that 
begins for us the process of 
a Business Environmental 
Analysis. Your reports 
reveal the truth about 
Taranaki. Local people – 
those with their eyes open 
and who want to see – see 
the poverty and need, and 
your analysis confi rms their 
observations.

A worthwhile report is 
entitled “TSB Community 
Trust: A Child Centred 
3rofi le of Taranaki &hildren 
and Services”. Clear, direct 

and helpful, it was a joint 
collaboration between 
Louise Tester, Guild 
Research and Consultancy 
Services (working on 
behalf of The Bishop’s 
Action Foundation); Donna 
Provoost and Kathleen 
/ogan, 2ffi ce of the 

Children’s Commissioner; 
and, Rachel Roberts, 

Philanthropy New Zealand.

Our statistics mislead

To understand why 
Taranaki statistics do not give 
a true picture of our situation 
you need to grasp a few 
facts about our population. 
Our demographics are a bit 
odd. A report by Professor 
Natalie Jackson, Professor 
of Demography at Waikato 
University and Bry Kopu of 
the BMK Group Ltd, helps 
us to see our uniqueness.  

Small numbers
Taranaki is tiny. I mean 

there are very few people 
in Taranaki. Just 109,608 
people in a 2014 report. 
This is about 2.6 per cent 
of the total New Zealand 
population. 

Personally, I like that, it 
appeals to my anti-social 
nature. It is nice for me 
that the shops are largely 
empty and there is not much 
traffi c. %ut it is not nice for 
us as a whole – it makes it 
hard to run a business, make 
money and get your children 
educated. 

Quite small groups can 
make our statistics look 
good or bad. Little things 
can have a big percentage 
infl uence. In some cases, 
just one business can make 
our numbers look better but 
unfortunately still have little 

real impact on people. 

Age distribution

Taranaki is full of children 
and old people. We do not 
have many of the middle-
aged workers who generally 
do the hard graft and produce 
the economic base for the 
community. 

Rich boys

The people with money are 
the boys. Our young males 
in unskilled and semi-skilled 
jobs earn high wages. This 
effect lasts until they are 
about 30 years of age. These 
boys – and there are plenty 
of them – push up the mean 
income of Taranaki and 
make us look good. That is 
not to say the boys are richer 
than the rest of us, just that 
they are richer than their 
counterparts in other parts of 
New Zealand.

Truth about Oil and Gas

Our industries are not ideal. 
You have to understand that 
the oil and gas industry 
is bad for Taranaki. Yes, 
I say it again; the oil and 
gas industry does not help 
Taranaki. It makes us poor! 
It provides a small number 
of unskilled and semi-skilled 
temporary jobs. It provides 
work for a host of small 
businesses for short periods. 
The industry generates 
unemployed people, it and it 
imposes environmental costs 
on us (particularly the land 
based operations). 

Good for NZ

The oil and gas industry 
is good for New Zealand, 
not for Taranaki province. It 
provides export earnings for 
New Zealand which help the 
country as a whole. Taranaki 
helps the whole country and 
pays the price. We subsidise 
the more wealthy parts of 
our country. 

Skills

The oil and gas industry 
does not provide in Taranaki 
for the development of 
advanced skills for the boys 
who earn high wages for a 
few years. Once the boys 
start to wear out, hit their 
thirties, they are out of work 
and they fi nd they do not 
have skills that enable them 
to contribute to Taranaki. 
Their departure from the 
industry is most likely to 
occur when oil prices are 
low. The company retains 
its income level by cutting 
production costs (that is, it 
sheds workers). 

Young males earn well in Taranaki, whilst the rest of us are about the same as the rest 
of the country. As there are plenty of young males the make Taranaki’s statistics look 
good. (From TSB Community Trust Research Overview 2014)

Independent reports, such as this one paid for by the 
TSB, are vital if we are to see Taranaki as it really is. 
Members of Parliament need to own up to our problems 
before they will ever solve them. 

Continued page 11
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Ida Gaskin, who died on 
January 8 aged 96 never 
forgot where she came from.  
Born in Wales, as Ida Jacobs, 
her family experienced 
unemployment during the 
Great Depression, leading 
to a lifelong commitment 
to democratic socialism. In 
later life this was reflected 
in involvement with the 
Workers Educational 
Association and the New 
Zealand Labour Party. In 
1984, she came within a few 
hundred votes of winning 
the New Plymouth seat 
for Labour off National 
Party cabinet minister Tony 
Friedlander.

A graduate of London 
University, she is also 
remembered for her teaching 
career, for her time as Head 
of the English Department 
at New Plymouth Girls 
High School and as national 
president of the Post Primary 
Teachers Association.

She is also remembered 
for her lifelong love of 
Shakespeare, which took her 
to the title of New Zealand 
Mastermind in 1983.

All this and more was 
remembered at her funeral at 
St Joseph’s Catholic Church, 
New Plymouth. There were 

:elsh flags everywhere, 
the congregation sung Cwn 
Rhodda, and the Taranaki 
Male Choir sung Land of our 
Fathers as her casket left the 
church.

Ida’s son David delivered 
the eulogy, and a tribute was 
given by Labour party leader 
Andrew little, whose father, 
National Party stalwart 
W.O.Little had  taught with 
Ida at New Plymouth Girls 
High School.

Maryann Street who 
gave a reading of Fear No 
More  from Shakespeare’s 
Cymbeline  , paid tribute to 
the support Ida had given her 
as head girl back in 1972. In 
the years since she went on 
to become a Labour Party 
MP and party president.

Everyone agreed that 
whatever the state of her 
physical health, she retained 
to the end the razor sharp 
mind she had had since her 
days as the star school pupil 
in Wales.

I got to know Ida back in 
1983 when she and I both 
made it through to the finals 
of the Mastermind TV quiz 
series. Based on the long 
running BBC series of the 
same name and hosted by 
Peter Sinclair, it was popular 
fare at a time when New 

Zealand still had only two 
television channels. Thirty 
two contestants, each with 
their own specialist subject 
vied for the title of New 
Zealand Mastermind.

My specialist subject was 
New Zealand Politics since 
1945, her’s was the Plays of 
William Shakespeare.

While most contestants, 
including myself chose a 
subject which we knew 
something about, and tried 
to fill in the gaps with some 
extra swot, Ida chose a 
subject she already knew 
inside out, which became 
apparent as the series 
progressed.

I first met Ida when our 
two heats were filmed, each 
involving four contestants. 

6he drew the series· first 
episode while I was in the 
second. I recall Ida saying 
how, just as she was leaving 
New Plymouth, her son had 
told her not to forget the 
name of the current captain 
of the All Blacks, to which 
she had given a dismissive 
wave of the hand. In the 
last question of the general 
knowledge part of the show, 
Peter Sinclair asked her 
the name of the current All 
Black captain.

“Pass,” she said with a wry 
smile.

This lack of rugby 
knowledge notwithstanding, 
she still won her heat, 
enabling her to progress 
on to the next round. I 
followed suit soon after. 

       Memories of a Mastermind
With Ida coming from New 
Plymouth, and me hailing 
from Otakeho, this meant 
Taranaki 2- rest of New 
Zealand 0.

Up to that time, Mastermind 
had been a male preserve. 
This time round there were 
the most female contestants 
there had ever been-eight, 
one for each episode. Of 
these four made it through 
to the next round, against an 
equal number of males.

With Ida and I both coming 
from Taranaki, we took the 
same planes to Auckland, 
and the same taxis to and 
from the hotel, so got to 
know each other a bit, 
and she was always good 
company and an interesting 
person to talk to. In her time 
she had dealt with several 
ministers of education, and 
her reflections on them were 
interesting. Despite her 
lifelong labour leanings, the 
one she seemed to have the 
most time for was a National 
Party minister, Brian 
Talboys.

There were two semifinals 
with the two highest scorers 
from each going through 
to the final. In the first 
semi, there were the two 
contestants from Taranaki, 

me and Ida and two from 
Auckland, a doctor whose 
specialist subject was the 
1947 New Zealand trotting 
season, and an Auckland 
university student who had 
chosen Rasputin. 

Ida took the first slot, 
with me also qualifying by 
coming second. As Peter 
Sinclair said, it was a clean 
sweep for Taranaki.

“Who says Taranakians are 
as thick as cowpats,” a letter 
writer to the Hawera Star 
said in the next issue.

Meanwhile, Jennifer 
Haworth from Waihi, with 
Elizabeth 1, and Joan Lees 
from Nelson with the history 
of the Girl Guide movement 
in New Zealand had 
comfortably brushed aside 
their male opposition in the 
other semi.

In the final, however it was 
all Ida, whose score of 29 
eclipsed those of Jennifer on 
23, mine of 21, and Joan’s 
of 20.

It’s been a long time 
since I last saw her, but I 
would occasionally bump 
into her, and the subject 
of Mastermind would 
occasionally come up in 
conversation.

                       Bryan Kirk

             Ida Gaskin

Cost on Taranaki

Unemployed workers who 
have young families, often 
ex oil and gas workers, 
become a cost to the New 
Zealand taxpayer. But the 
government has pushed to 
force people off benefits often 
for administrative reasons 
(such as missed meetings). 
These people will transfer 
to being unemployed and 
unsupported. Unsupported 
by our taxpayer money – but 
still they, and their children, 
have to eat. This transfers 
the burden from the New 
Zealand taxpayer to the 
Taranaki neighbour. 

South Taranaki

South Taranaki is 

worse off than the rest of 
Taranaki. A report entitled 
“TSB Community Trust: 
Research Overview 2014” 
makes this clear. On 
page 55 they say: “South 
Taranaki has the lowest 
proportion receiving New 
Zealand Superannuation 
or a Veterans Pension, 
reflecting its relative 
youth and relatedly higher 
proportions of 0ăori. 6outh 
Taranaki also stands out in 
having higher than average 
proportions receiving either 
‘No Income’, or a ‘Sickness 
%enefit·, ¶'omestic 
3urposes %enefit·, ¶Invalids 
%enefit· and�or ¶Income 
Source Not Stated”. 

To make things worse, the 
South Taranaki population 
is shrinking. The loss was 
over 8.5 per cent for the 
past 15 years to 2013.For 

comparison, New Plymouth 
gained about the same 
percentage (7.6 per cent). 
This is the real reason 
Hawera is so dead.

Information
If you want to find out 

what is happening, talk 
to people in pubs. Bit-by-
bit you can piece together 
their stories, and then relate 
these to the economic 
situation of Taranaki. Social 
scientists call these chats 
“ethnographic studies,” but 
they are also a good excuse 
to drink beer.

Political challenge
Members of Parliament 

become complacent when 
they are in power for long 
periods. They fall into bad 
habits of thought. They stick 
to catch phrases and glib 
answers. They do not think 
for themselves. They believe 

the Party line. This means 
no-one fights for Taranaki.

Winston Peters
Winston Peters was smart 

enough to see the same 
situation in Northland. He 
was able to capitalise on his 
access to the national media, 
particularly television, to hit 
home to the people their true 
situation. National deserved 
to lose the Northland 
electorate because of its 
years of neglect. 

In Taranaki, National will 
win again next year because 

the opposition parties are 
weak and there is massive 
political complacency. In 
Taranaki there will not be 
anyone with the access to the 
media that Peters commands.

6Secific tDrgets
The goals for Taranaki 

are clear: new industry 
to widen our economic 
base, pave the hidden 
highway to begin tourism, 
develop the port, Maori 
development, fund obesity 

and diabetes strategies on 
a grand scale, restructure 
tertiary and secondary 
education, increase funding 
for struggling schools, and 
strengthen local government. 
Our Members of Parliament 
need to deliver on at least 
some of these goals. But 
before they can do that, they 
will have to admit there are 
problems and be prepared 
to fight their own political 
party. 

Robert Shaw
robert@porirua.net

Continued from page 10
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SUCCESS REALTY LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008.

478 Dover Road

At approximately $21,500 per hectare, "your grazing solved".

It's not often a block of this size becomes available on "The Coast". A good amount 
of supplement country with the rest of the property a mixture of rolling to steeper.

A pine plantation of 6 hectares, cattle yards and water pumped from a mountain 
stream.

For Sale $1,400,000

View Open Day 11-11.45am, 
Wed 3 Feb 2016
www.bayleys.co.nz/521991
John Blundell
M 027 240 2827
B 759 5195
john.blundell@bayleys.co.nz

1
3 MegaPixels
2048x1536

NEW
 L
IS
TI
NG

64.9 HA OKATO GRAZING Okato

SUCCESS REALTY LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008.

If ever a low cost system showed its value it has been of late. This 57.6 Ha farm 
has milked 140 cows and has produced 49161 kgms last season. Approximately 
75% of the farm can be mown for supplements.

 Pasture is in great heart, Olsen P levels are over 70 and last season less than a 
Tonne of Urea was used. 

The option of changing to a high input system could see a large increase in 
production

A very tidy 16 aside dairy shed, great calf rearing shed, and large storage shed 
compliment the property. Top all this off with a very nice three bedroom home with 
double lounges, great deck and a conservatory.

For Sale by negotiation

View by appointment
www.bayleys.co.nz/521937
John Blundell
M 027 240 2827
B 759 5195
john.blundell@bayleys.co.nz

1
3 MegaPixels
2048x1536

LOW COST SYSTEM 57.6 HA
190 Goodwin Road, 
Okato

RECENT SOLDS

John Blundell
M 027 240 2827
B 06 759 5195
john.blundell@bayleys.co.nz
Success Realty Ltd, Bayleys, Licensed under the REAA 2008.

2725 Skeet Road, Auroa

SOLD
SOLD

256 Goodwin Road, Okato

SOLD

502a Opua Road, Opunake

SOLD

      204 Kirihau Road, Oakura

SOLDSOLD

SOLD
SOLD

If you would like a 
confidential chat about 

the current rural property 
market, call me today.

NZ’s No. 1 Rural 
Real Estate Brand

Coastal Adult Riding Club Jumping Day results
On Sunday January 10,  the 
Coastal Adult Riding Club 
held a Show Jumping day 
at the Hawera Pony Club 
grounds. David Schumacher 
(Stratford) was the judge for 
the jumping and Maureen 
Drylie (Eltham) judged 
the obstacle course, which 
was a useful practice for 
members of the team going 
to the North Island Teams 
Event at the end of January.

Results. T.A.M.3- 40cm. 
Kath Lambourn (Millenium 
Lady) Hawera 1, Paula 
Murray (Stevie) Hawera 
2, Clare Dravitski (Mr. 
O’Rielly) Stratford 
3, Caitlyn Robinson 
(Panda) Opunake 4.

T.A.M.3- 50cm. Stella 
Moore (Ellie) 1, Kath 
Lambourn (Millenium 
Lady)2, Clare Dravitski (Mr. 
O’Rielly)3, Leeann Clement 
(Ginger Kiss) Hawera 4.

T.A.M.3- 60cm. Donna 
Bunyan (Shadow) Stratford 
1, Jenny Robinson (Wally) 
Opunake 2, Leeann 
Clement (Ginger Kiss) 
3, Stella Moore (Ellie) 4.

T.A.M.3- 70cm. Jade 
Egan (Blondie) Stratford 
1, Sabria Rasmussen 

(Celebrity) 2, Donna 
Bunyan (Shadow) 3, Lara 
Williams (Sox) Stratford 4.
Take Your Own Line. 
Jade Egan (Blondie) 1, 
Donna Bunyan (Shadow) 
2, Stella Moore (Ellie) 3.

T.A.M.3- 80cm. Tina Egan 
(Rescue) Stratford 1, Thea 
Willemsen (Kirkwood 
Footlight) 2, Anna-Lee Innes 
(Miss Chief) Stratford 3, 
Emillie Husillos (Cisco) 4.
T.A.M.3- 90cm. Cloe 
Thompson (Spotcheck) 
1, Fiona Fredrickson (Mr 
Carter) Inglewood 2, 
Ashley Johnston (Vee) 3, 
Emillie Husillos (Cisco) 4.
T.A.M.3- 1.00m. Keelah 
Mitchell (Dino) 1,  Thea 
Willemsen (Kirkwood 
Footlight),Lara Williams 
(Sox),Holly Bonnar 
(Amani), 2nd equal.
T.A.M.3- 1.10m. Lara 
Williams (Sox) 1, Keelah 
Mitchell (Dino) 2, Holly 
Bonnar (Amani) 3
Gambler’s Stakes. Glenda 
Schumacher (Diego) 1,  Fiona 
Fredrickson (Mr Carter) and 
Tina Egan (Rescue) 2nd equal.
Obstacle Course.  Anna-
Lee Innes (Miss Chief) 
and Kath Lambourn 
(Millenium Lady) 1st equal., 
Wendy Pulman (Luka) 
3, Lily Moore (Kody) 4.

Glenda Schumacher who won the Gamblers’ Stakes, riding Diego.
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FREEPHONE

Free delivery Taranaki
Wide! www.rjeagar.co.nz

0800 753 2427
New Plymouth
Fitzroy

Stratford
Broadway South

Weekdays
Saturday
Sunday
Weekdays
Saturday

8.30am - 5.00pm
9.30am - 4.00pm
10am - 4.00pm
8.30am - 5.00pm
10am - 2pm

- Lounge Suites
- La-z-boy chairs

New Year Specials!

- 3 recliners
- 30 plus
  fabrics
  to choose
  from
- 1 low price

ALL LA-Z-BOY PRODUCTS,
FLOOR STOCK & ORDERS

20% OFF
on now!

FREEPHONE

Free delivery Taranaki
Wide! www.rjeagar.co.nz

0800 753 2427
New Plymouth
Fitzroy

Stratford
Broadway South

Weekdays
Saturday
Sunday
Weekdays
Saturday

8.30am - 5.00pm
9.30am - 4.00pm
10am - 4.00pm
8.30am - 5.00pm
10am - 2pm

- Lounge Suites
- La-z-boy chairs

Out with the old and in with the new

- Power recliners and
  Power lifter chairs

ALL LA-Z-BOY PRODUCTS,
FLOOR STOCK & ORDERS20% OFF

on now!

Black/Grey Columbus

La-z-boy recliners

La-z-boy Suite

Carlton

was $4700

NOW $2990

all $899

normally $3999

NOW $2999

normally $5099

NOW $3799

- over 30
  fabrics to
  choose

- 2 and a half seater with 2

  recliners plus 2 recliner chairs
  with good selection of fabrics

IN STORE NOW....

A gold medal  for Emma 
Shotter from the Egmont 
Athletic Club was one of 
the highlights for Taranaki 
athletes competing at theis 
year’s Colgate Games.
Emma (11) picked up the 
medal in the Girls 1500 
metre run Grade 11 at 
the North Island Games 
held at the Manawatu 
Community Athletics 
Track in Palmerston 
North on January 8-10.
More than 120 athletes 
from the Taranaki 
region took part. In the 
Colgate Games, New 
Zealand’s National Junior 
Athletics Championship.
The 2016 Colgate Games 
ambassador and New 
Zealand champion 1500m 
runner Julian Matthews 
says it was grounding to 
see the kids competing 
at such an intense level 
at this year’s Games.
Matthews, who is aiming 
for the Olympics in 
2016 after competing in 
the 2015 IAFF World 
Championships and the 
2014 Commonwealth 
Games, says it brought 
back fond memories 
of his own time 
competing at the Games.
“I was impressed by the 
amazing level of talent 
and dedication and I’m 
sure there were some 
future stars in the making.”
More athletes from 
Taranaki will also 
participated in the South 
Island Colgate Games 
held at the  Saxton Oval, 
Nelson on January 15-17.

Success for Taranaki athletes 
at the Colgate Games

Georgia Prendiville (10) Egmont Athletics

It’s two in a row for 
Opunake’s Kelvin Weir. 
After having won the New 
Zealand Kneeboarding title 
at Piha Beach just over 
a year ago, he has won 
the 2016 championship, 
held this time at 
Dunedin’s St Clair Beach.

Kelvin does it again

Two time New Zealand kneeboarding champion Kelvin Weir

+e fi nished ahead of 'unedin 
kneeboard surfers Malcolm 
Diack and eight time national 
champion Greg Bell, 
returning to kneeboarding 
after an 11-year interval.
Again, keeping it in the 
family, Kelvin’s  father 
0urray who fi nished fourth 

in 2015, repeated that 
placing this time round.
“There was a bit of a cross 
wind which made picking up 
waves really hard,” Kelvin 
said “You really had to 
choose your waves.  A couple 
of waves might look good, 
but not turn out so well.”

 Last year Kelvin, as a 23 
year-old, had fi nished fi rst 
after having had a crack at 
the title eight times before.
“I had been in the nationals 
since I was 15 or 16 
competing in the Open. I 
got real close a couple of 
times, so it was really cool 
last year when I won it.”
Along the way, he had 
been able to pick up a 
World Junior title at 
Santa Cruz, California 
shortly after he turned 18. 
In September last year, 
Kelvin captained the New 

Zealand team which took 
part in the World Kneelo 
championship held at 
Kiama, Australia. The team 
was managed by Murray 
Weir and included Waitara 
kneeboarders Jared Lewis 
and Mike Lewis, Lachlan 
Stevens from Oakura, and 
former Opunake surfer 
Cameron Stanley. Jared 
won the junior title, and 
Kelvin ended up in the 
world top 20, after going out 
following a disappointing 
semifi nal performance.
The world championships 

are held every two 
years, so the next ones 
will be held in Spain in 
2017, a country which 
Kelvin has previously 
visited and of which 
he has fond memories.
Kelvin says his interest 
in the sport began when 
he was very young.
“I started when I was 
four or fi ve years old, 
catching the white water 
at Opunake Beach. I 
was always in the water 
growing up, practicing, 
practicing, practicing.”
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RETAINING WALL
SPECIALS
DIRECT FROM OUR OWN MILL

TG&V Retaining Wall
H4   200x50
$4.99 + GST 
PER LINEAL METRE

Random lengths only
While stocks last
 
Posts & Poles
Full range in stock for any 
size retaining wall.

TG&V Retaining WallTG&V Retaining WallTG&V Retaining Wall

ONLY
$499

+ GST

See us for the RIGHT PRICE & EXPERT ADVICE

NEW PLYMOUTH 1 Katere Road Ph 759 7435
INGLEWOOD James Street FREEPHONE 0800 245 535

www.valuebuilding.co.nz

BUILDING SUPPLIES

Grow 
your team 

productivity

0800 20 80 20
www.primaryito.ac.nz
PrimaryITO_OPC_161215

Boost efficiency with industry training.

Upskill your staff and develop your own management expertise to build a 
better business.

Call and talk to your local training adviser today.

Programmes starting soon

Livestock Husbandry (Dairy)
Suitable for people with some experience who want 
to gain skills and knowledge breeding, mating, 
rearing young stock, health and treatment of animals.

Practical + 13 training days

$620

Livestock Feeding
New in 2016. Suitable for people with some 
experience. Covers feeding, pastures, handling 
livestock, weather and use of water systems.

Practical + 7 training days

$395

Dairy Farming Level 4
Recommended for Herd Managers. Covers day to day 
operations to maximise milk quality & yield, health, 
breeding, feeding, environment, & business planning.

Practical + 17 course days

$975

Register your team now!
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Thomson O’Neil & Co.
Our Opunake Office is attended by:

Robert England on Wednesday & Fridays
for buying and selling houses, farms & businesses;
trusts, wills and estates.
Neal Harding on Thursday, for residential
sales and purchases, family, district & criminal court
matters, civil & business matters.
Stephaine Coulter on Tuesdays for employment matters,
house purchasing and selling, refinancing and wills.

FOR ALL YOUR LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

30 TASMAN ST, OPUNAKE
PH: 761 8823

OPUNAKE LAWYERS

Opunake Christmas Parade

7he 2SunDNe +igh 6chool Á oDt reSresenting 2ne hundred \eDrs of 2SunDNe 
Summer placed second in the parade

Bryan and Dylan Roach got messy with a paper cannon
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Sign up to get your �rst 4 months free today.

It’s easier than you think. When we approve your property/properties, all 
you need to do is sign the 12 month agreement and we will take care of all 

the dirty work.

GIVE US A CALL OR GO ONLINE TO SIGN UP WITH US

Complete Property Management

www.cpm.org.nz
(06) 281 1561

NO MANAGEMENT FEES
• F • O • R •

4 MONTHS
TAKE
A FEES
HOLIDAY

TARANAKI WIDE
Doesn’t matter where you are, give us a shout and we’ll check it 
out!

THE MORE YOU EARN, THE LESS YOU PAY
Our fees are on a sliding scale... the more you earn in rent, the less 
you pay in management fees

CUSTOMISE THE LEVEL OF COMMUNICATION
How much and by what means do you want to know? You set the 
level you want communicated and how
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Thomson O’Neil & Co.
Our Opunake Office is attended by:

Robert England on Wednesday & Fridays
for buying and selling houses, farms & businesses;
trusts, wills and estates.
Neal Harding on Thursday, for residential
sales and purchases, family, district & criminal court
matters, civil & business matters.
Stephaine Coulter on Tuesdays for employment matters,
house purchasing and selling, refinancing and wills.

FOR ALL YOUR LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

30 TASMAN ST, OPUNAKE
PH: 761 8823

OPUNAKE LAWYERS

The Force was with them

*orgeous 6Dnd\ 2liver Ds Princess /eiD Dnd 7he teDP Dt &orNill 6\stePs /iPited tooN first SlDce in 7he 2SunDNe &hristPDs PDrDde�

2SunDNe &hristPDs PDrDde

6hDn +icNe\ froP 7he 2SunDNe 6urf /ifesDving &luE helSing 6DntD

Students are back at school 
this week and Roadsafe 
Taranaki is urging parents, 
students and motorists 
to work together to 
create a safe enjoyable 
start to the school year. 

Nationally, over the past 
25 years, the percentage of 
children who walk to school 
has dropped from 42 per cent 
to 29 per cent, and as a result, 
congestion around schools 
and the dangers it creates, 
is a growing concern.  The 
risks are especially high 

0DNing thDt triS to school 
Ds sDfe Ds SossiEle

at the beginning of the 
year, when new students 
and their parents are still 
finding their way around.

Over the next two weeks, 
Roadsafe Taranaki and 
the Police will be working 
together, visiting schools 
and patrolling some of the 
busiest locations.  They 
will be talking to parents 
about the risks in the area, 
safe parking, and how 
to make their children’s 
travel to and from school 
as safe as possible.

Police Sergeant George 
White asks that other 
motorists do their bit to help 
by driving to the conditions 
around schools.  Children 
can be unpredictable, so slow 
down, be patient at crossings 
and expect the unexpected. 
Roadsafe Taranaki 
Coordinator Marion Webby 
says parents can help 
by parking further away 
from the school gates and 
walking their child a few 
hundred metres. This is a 
great opportunity to teach 
them basic road skills.
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For all your
Livestock requirements

Servicing the Coast

NZ FARMERS LIVESTOCK

Contact
Tim Hurley - 027 445 1167

Bryan Goodin - 027 531 8511

5 TASMAN ST, OPUNAKE, TARANAKI 4616
FREEPHONE: 0800 107 006

PH: 06 761 7531 - FAX 06 761 7336
EMAIL: info@corkillsystems.co.nz website: 

www.corkillsystems.co.nz

www.corkillsystems.co.nz

5 TASMAN ST, OPUNAKE
FREEPHONE: 0800 107 006 PH: 06 761 7531 - FAX 06 761 7336

Check out our new website

5 TASMAN ST5 TASMAN ST5 T , OPUNAKEASMAN ST, OPUNAKEASMAN ST

www
Check out our new website

We offer a range of

Silent Diesel and Industrial
Tractor Mount Power Generators

There is a full range of cabling and outlet options
to suit your personal requirements.

Dials facing cab
(one man operation)

Heavy Duty Driveshaft

Heavy Duty Construction

1000RPM Direct PTO
Driven
(no gearbox or belts)

Three Sizes to Suit all sheds:
37.5 kva    62.5 kva    93.5 kva   Other sizes available on request

system set up

$571
starts at

system set up

$571
starts at

Features & benefits:
Made for the barn, milking shed environment
and outdoors - protection rates 1P66
Plug and play installation
Wi-Fi/IP Flexibility - add as many cameras
as you need
HD quality - for detailed observation
Free online viewing - from any computer or
smartphone
Motion detection and recording function
Night vision and sound

SCAN
WHILE YOU MILK

Ph: PETER & LINDA COLLINS
06 762 7820 - Txt 027 716 1501

Rotary & Herringbone - 12 years experience
Date late calves - Only $2/cow

 DairyNZ chief executive 
Tim Mackle says he is glad 
to see the back of 2015.
“Like a lot of dairy 
farmers, I am pretty happy 
about farewelling 2015, 
and looking ahead to a 
New Year with better 
prospects and farmgate 
milk prices,” he says.
“Last year was certainly 

Goodbye to a tough year, hello to a New Year
a testing time for dairy 
farming. First there was the 
aftermath of the 1080 infant 
formula threat that fl owed 
on into the start of 2015. We 
also started the year with a 
low milk price that got lower 
as the year progressed and 
had some serious fl ooding 
on farms in the middle of the 
year across some regions. 

It was then rounded off by 
the welfare of bobby calves 
coming under the spotlight. 
“In all those cases the 
dairy industry banded 
together to overcome each 
challenge – by sharing 
information and support and 
by ensuring our collective 
voice was loud and clear.
“With the low milk price 
we had around 40 farmers 
nationwide open their farm 
gates and their books, so 
that others could learn from 
their experiences – good 
and bad. They were happy 
to share this information as 
part of DairyNZ’s Tactics 
campaign through events, 
online and in the news. 
DairyNZ also had to look at 
doing things a bit differently 
and asked farmers what they 
wanted in terms of support. 
In August 2015, as part 
of the Tactics campaign, 
DairyNZ staff conducted 
one-on-one feed review 
visits to help assess feed 
allocation and discuss spring 
feed management plans. 
Around 900 dairy farmers 
received a visit nationwide. 
“Rural professionals stepped 
up in this area as well. An 
example of this is accountants 
offering an hour of their 
time for free, to support one 
of the groups most affected 
by a low milk price – 

variable order sharemilkers. 
Working in partnership 
with Federated Farmers 
and the dairy companies 
was also an important 
part of the approach to 
ensure all farmers knew 
we had their backs and 
were there to help them.
“As we look to 2016, we are 
not out of the woods yet. The 
milk price is still low and on 
top of that we are facing a 
potentially dry summer in 
some regions because of an 
El Nino weather pattern. 
On top of all this, we are also 
dealing with the questioning 
of our reputation – where 
the action of a few let us 
all down.  When video 
footage of the treatment of 
bobby calves was recorded 
by animal rights group 
Farmwatch and released as 
part of a SAFE campaign in 
November, I was immensely 
proud of how dairy farmers 
stood up and wanted to be 
counted and heard through 
various channels, including 
social media. Their only 
concern, despite a tough 
year and low milk price, 
was the welfare of those 
animals. You all showed 
how much you really cared. 
New Zealand heard you – 
and got in behind the need 
to show support for our 
industry and our farmers.
“At the time I was reminded 
of a quote from a famous 
American basketball 
coach, John Wooden.
‘Be more concerned with 
your character than your 
reputation, because your 
character is what you 
really are, while your 
reputation is merely what 
others think you are.’
“We must, as an industry, 
continue to focus on 

building our character. We 
also want to keep hearing 
from farmers about the kind 
of support that they value the 
most and want us to deliver. 
“We’ve worked together 

DairyNZ chief executive Tim Mackle.
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Average year climate wise say experts

as an industry to survive a 
tough year. Now we have 
to look forward to a New 
Year – and make sure our 
resolutions as well as our 
reputation are strong.”
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Fitzgerald
       Contracting 
                    Kaponga

Fitzgerald
       Contracting 
Fitzgerald
       Contracting 
Fitzgerald

                    Kaponga

Plus   STACKING SERVICE
TRAILER WORK

Contact: Arnold & Edith (06) 764-6604 
or 0274 509 731

Operating the latest baling technology from 
New Holland this season.
         4 x New Holland Balers
 2 x Mower Conditioners
 2 x Twin Satellite Wrappers
       Swather

OPUNAKE
MACHINERY SERVICES

For all your
mechanical and engineering needs

Qualified Diesel Mechanic
General Engineering - Mobile Welder

Give Maarten a call on

027 65 666 20

* Agriculture Machinery * Cowsheds

* Earthmoving * Forestry

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

STEEL
CULVERT PIPES

STEEL027 861 6358 or
FOR PRICE AND DETAILS PHONE

CULVERT PIPES027 890 3572

STEEL

FOR PRICE AND DETAILS PHONE

027 861 6358 or

1965mm OD x 6000mm Long
TAPE COATED & CEMENT

LINED

CULVERT PIPES

027 890 3572

1880mm inside diameter corrugated culverts, 2 x 6000mm @ $1100.00 gst included, 1 x 
9000mm @ $1650.00 gst included 
 
PH 0278616358 or 0278903572 

FOR PRICE AND DETAILS PHONE

Galvanised pipes, 6500mm lengths,
4", 6" and 8" plus couplings to

join them.

Galvanised pipes, 6500mm lengths,
4", 6" and 8" plus couplings to

join them.

Taranaki based livestock agent selling all classes of 
dairy and beef cattle throughout Taranaki and 

nationwide.

Wishing James all the best for the title fight.

Contact Malcolm Campbell
 M 027 234 0635 - www.mclivestock.co.nz

Taranaki based livestock agent 
selling all classes of dairy and beef 

cattle throughout Taranaki and 
nationwide.

Contact Malcolm Campbell
 M 027 234 0635 - www.mclivestock.co.nz

Rainfall was well below 
normal for December ac-
cording to fi gures released 
by the Taranaki Regional 
&ouncil. Totals ranged 
between 21 and 58 per 
cent of normal. There 
were very little rainfall 
days and when there was 
rainfall, the amounts were 
not large. There was only 
one 5ain :atch issued by 
Metservice and that was 
from December 11-13, 
when the region saw a ma-
jority of its rainfall for the 
month. The .aupokonui 
rainfall site recorded 
only 20.�mm of rainfall, 
or Must 21 per cent of its 
normal monthly rainfall.
Rainfall for the year on av-
erage was 108 per cent of 
normal. Three sites record-
ed below normal rainfall 
for the year, North Egmont 
(82 per cent), New Plym-
outh :astewater 3lant 
(97 per cent) and Strat-
ford �99 per cent�. 'uffy·s 
Farm near Whareroa re-
corded 133 per cent nor-
mal rainfall for the year.
For the year the region 
received higher than nor-
mal rainfall in April, 
-une and $ugust, but 
below normal rainfall 
from 2ctober onwards.
'ue to the low rainfall 
in 'ecember, river fl ows 
were well below normal 
for the month. The :aitara 
River at Bertrand Rd had 

Dry December for Taranaki
an average monthly fl ow of 
17,132 L/s, more than 3 times 
lower than its historical aver-
age of �2,216 /�s. The :ain-
gongoro River at Eltham Rd 
recorded a new December 
minimum fl ow of 326 /�s, �1 
/�s lower than the previous 
low. The Tawhiti 6tream at 
'uffy·s Farm also recorded 
a new minimum fl ow with 
148 L/s, this being 2 L/s 
lower than the previous low.
:ater Temperatures were all 
above normal for the month 
by between 0.36 OC and 
1.19 O&. The 3atea 5iver at 
Skinner Rd recorded a new 
maximum water temperature 
for the month with 21.96 OC, 
this is 0.1�OC warmer than 
the previous 'ecember high.
$ir Temperatures were Tuite 
warm, with Brooklands Zoo 
recording the highest air 
temperature for the month 

with 29.9 O&. The average 
air temperature for Taranaki 
for the month was 1�.6 O&.
6oil moistures were gener-
ally below normal through-

out Taranaki, with two 
sites, .otare�Tongaporotu� 
and Patea  recording 
new minimum soil mois-
tures for 'ecember. 

Average year climate wise say experts
201� was a dry, sunny 
year for New Zealand, 
but no hotter than average 
overall, according 1I:$·s 
annual climate summary.

$ustralia·s %ureau of 
Meteorology has released 
its 201� climate summary 
which showed that 2015 
was the fi fth warmest year 
on record for $ustralia. 
´201� was a sunny year 
for most and drier than 
normal for some as El 
Nino began its reign as the 
dominant climate driver in 
-une,µ &hris %randolino, 
NIWA Principal Scientist 
² Forecasting said. 
´:hile fl oods in 'unedin 
and :hanganui occurred 
in 2015, there were no sites 
that recorded near record 
or record annual rainfall. 
“However, several locations 
observed near record or 
record dryness (lack of 
rainfall�.  For example, 
.aitaia experienced its 
driest year on record 
(records go back to 1948) 
with :ellington enduring 
its second driest year on 
record (records go back to 
19��� and .aikoura having 
its second driest year on 
record (records go back to 
1�9��.  &omplementing the 
dryness was sunshine - there 

were thirteen locations that 
experienced near record or 
record annual sunshine hours.
 “Tara Hills recorded the 
fourth coldest temperature 
ever observed in New 
Zealand, at -21°C, also the 
coldest for the year, on 24 
-une. 2n the other side of 
the spectrum, Timaru had 
the honours of the hottest 
maximum temperature in 
2015 reaching a sweltering 
36.4�& on 16 -anuary 
201�. 1ation-wide, the 
average temperature by 
way of the seven-station 
series was 12.��&. This was 
only 0.1�& above the long 
term average (1981-2010), 
however it was the 27th 
warmest annual temperature 
recorded since the seven-
station series began in 1909.”
 Dr Jim Salinger, Honorary 
Research Fellow, Department 
of Geography, University 
of Otago said 2015 was 
another year of extremes, 
with El Nino dampening 
temperature effects of 
regional warming trends. 
´From early autumn 201� 
the 3acifi c 2cean again 
began to warm rapidly, with 
an El Niño declared in May 
as atmospheric indicators 
consolidated, providing 
a clear feedback onto the 
ocean. The (l 1ino event 

peaked in November at 
values comparable to the 
strong El Niño events of 
199�²9� and 19�2²�3. The 
2015 El Niño is expected 
to continue to decline 
over summer. The result 
was more south westerlies 
over the country, with 
westerlies being particularly 
strong in 2ctober.
“These conditions gave 
especially dry conditions 
in Northland, and dry 
conditions in north and 
eastern areas of both 
islands. The air fl ow from 
cooler sources meant that 
much above annual rainfall 
totals were not achieved 
anywhere. &onversely 
the more freTuent south 
westerlies and anticyclones 
in the Tasman Sea gave a 
year of clear skies and higher 
than normal sunshine totals 
- with records achieved 
in several locations.
´(ven though the airfl ow 
was from ¶cooler· sources, 
regional warming trends 
over the decades meant 
that temperatures were 
near average, rather than 
being below average, 
which is more typical of El 
1ino. (xtremes were also 
prevalent - with last summer 
ending on a very dry note, 
and (l 1ino induced drought 

developing during spring.
“Perhaps the most notable 
extreme events were the 
0anawatu-.apiti fl oods, 
and 'unedin fl oods in -une 
201�. The former were at 
least a 1 in 70 year event, 
and the latter more than a 
1 in 100 year event. These 
sorts of fl oods are what can 
be expected with a warming 
world where the atmosphere 
holds more moisture.
´Thus the climate story 
of 2015 was one of El 
Nino modifying warming 
trends, with the normal 
changeable climate of 
1ew =ealand. (very year 
has its own personalityµ.
Prof James Renwick, School 
of Geography, Environment 
and Earth Sciences, 
Victoria University of 
Wellington said conditions 
were typical of El Nino.
“Despite 2015 coming in as 
the warmest year on record 
globally, by a large margin 
�fi nal numbers yet to be 
released), New Zealand has 
had a fairly average year 
temperature-wise,µ he said. 
‘Again, this is typical of El 
Niño – while it warms most 
of the globe, it tends to cool 
1ew =ealand. The very warm 
year globally was of course 
a combination of the climate 
change/global warming 

signal and the (l 1ixo.
“Perhaps climate change 
was also implicated in the 
string of extreme fl oods mid-
year, .ăpiti, 'unedin and 
:hanganui all experiencing 

record or near-record fl oods 
within a few weeks of each 
other. $ warmer atmosphere 
holds more moisture, so 
we get heavier rains when 
they happen – sometime 
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For more information, call John 
McFadgen on 021 900 215  
ravensdown.co.nz

Driven. For your success.

• Keep spore counts below dangerous levels on pasture 
• Prevent spore production for up to 40 days
• Minimise production losses and liver damage in stock 

Call Marc Gopperth at 
GOPPERTH CONTRACTING on 027 247 6021

Sporeguard® and Sporewet®

$42/ha + GST for product and spray application

®

®

Prevent facial eczema 
at the source

OCN-JAN16

INJURED,
UNWANTED &

Collecting all

DOWNER
cattle

Wetlands important for everyone’s future
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OPUNAKE ALLIED

Opunake Allied Service Station

Good range of car care products
in store now.  Washes, waxes,
polishs, mag wheel cleaner,

tyre shine etc.

24/7 FUEL
Available by card payment after

opening hours

SERVICE STATION

34

INJURED,
UNWANTED &

Collecting all

DOWNER
cattle

The Village Gallery gets 
the year under way with 
an amazing array of art 
works in their fi rst exhibi-
tion.  20 artists have con-
tributed to the display enti-
tled ‘Creative Clearance’.
This exhibition has become 

a regular feature for the gal-
lery at the start of the year.  
$rtists have the opportunity 
to clear their cupboards and 
offer their work at bargain 
prices in order to make 
way for more creations.
The works on sale range 

from paintings and pottery 
to mixed media and fi bre art.
2f special note is a collec-

tion of large abstract works 
by new member /yn *ray.  
These pieces are cleverly 
constructed from polysty-
rene shapes on board, and 
then painted.  They would 
make an impressive fea-
ture in a contemporary 
home.  For the more tra-
ditional, there is work by 
-ean Finer, 0argaret 6cott 
and /orna 'avies to name 

Art clearance at Village Gallery

a few well known artists.
The 0embers gallery this 

time features a huge col-
lection of donated prints, 
frames, books and maga-
]ines.  These are being 
offered at bargain prices 
and well worth a browse.
The exhibition continues 

till  February 12.  The gal-
lery is open 10am -3pm 
0onday to 6aturday.

Art works by Lyn Gray and Lorna Davies (and others), 
as well as Tony Waterson’s woodwork.

6ustainability is the 
central theme for this year’s 
globally recognised :orld 
:etlands 'ay, which will be 
marked in Taranaki on -anu-
ary 31 with a public fi eld trip 
at /ake 5otokare.

The theme highlights the 
vital role of wetlands for the 
future of humanity, say the 
international organisers of 
:orld :etlands 'ay.

/ake 5otokare, is one of 
the region·s best-known 
wetlands, the scene of a 
dedicated, long-term com-
munity-driven effort that has 
resulted in impressive and 
award-winning conservation 
and environmental gains.

(lsewhere in the region, 
the vital role of wetlands 
on pastoral land is a strong 
emphasis for the Taranaki 
5egional &ouncil in its work 
with landowners.

The &ouncil·s 'irector-
2perations, 6tephen +all, 
says wetland protection is 
seen as a natural extension 
of the long-running and suc-
cessful riparian management 
programme, under which 
thousands of kilometres of 
streambank on the ring plain 

Wetlands important for everyone’s future

are being fenced and pro-
tected with millions of na-
tive plants.

´:e·re telling farmers 
why it’s a really good idea to 
fence any wetlands on their 
property as part of their ri-
parian management work,µ 
he says. ´It·s important to 
remember that wetlands are 

a valuable asset in terms of 
farm management, as well as 
environmentally.µ

+e says wetlands store 
water during rainfall, help-
ing to reduce fl ood levels. 
$nd in dry periods, they re-
lease water to help maintain 
farm supplies. $nd when 
wetlands are protected with 

fences, this also prevents 
stock losses.

“The days of regarding 
swamps as Must another bit 
of unproductive wasteland 
are well and truly over. 
They are the ‘kidneys of 
the land,  and in intensively 
farmed areas, they are often 
the most important ecosys-
tems for biodiversity.µ

$s well as keeping river 
systems healthy and consis-

tent, wetlands mitigate the 
effects of overland fl ow by 
removing nitrates and inter-
cepting phosphates in runoff 
sediment. They are rich eco-
systems that support a di-
versity of plant, animal and 
bird life. They also function 
as carbon sinks, provide rec-
reational value, and can add 
landscape appeal to a farm.

The Taranaki 5egional 
&ouncil promotes wetland 
protection through educa-
tion, advice and information. 

This includes advice on fenc-
ing, planting and covenanting 
to protect wetlands.

6unday·s fi eld trip runs 
from 10am to 1pm at /ake 
5otokare, and includes pre-
sentations from agencies 
and groups involved in wet-
land protection in Taranaki, 
and hands-on sessions on 
lakeshore and swamp forest 
environments, monitoring 
techniTues and wetland en-
hancement, led by 3rof %ruce 
&larkson and wetland ecolo-
gist 'r %ev &larkson. 

Lake Rotokare
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SCRAP METAL - for 
all scrap metal Taranaki-
wide, give us a call. Molten 
Metals (06) 751 5367 
www.moltenmetals.co.nz

CHURCH NOTICES

H E A R T L A N D 
CONSTRUCTION for 
building houses.  Ph 027 236 
7129.

 SCRAP METAL South 
Taranaki. S.O.S. – Ph Dave: 
0276058437 

H E A R T L A N D 
CONSTRUCTION for all 
kitchens. Ph 027 236 7129.

 
 

FREECALL 
0800 111 344 

 

www.roommatecabins.co.nz 

Need Extra Room?

·  WINZ quotes
· Powered
· Insulated
· 3.6m x 2.4m
· So many uses
· Cabins delivered to 

your site

from $55 pw
WANTED TO BUY

TRADES & SERVICES

McNEIL DECORATING  
– for all your painting 
and decorating. Ph: Jason 
McNeil 027 233 4584

COASTAL GIB
STOPPERS.  Phone Glenn 
027 524 5745

RAFFLE RESULTS

SITUATIONS VACANT

FUNERAL NOTICE

MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS 
For information and 
fi eldworker services 3h� 06 
751 2330 www.mstaranaki.
co.nz 

FOR SALE

HomeWays LBP The 
Repilers – Ph: 06 215 7227

QUALITY PAINTER 
AND PAPERHANGER – 
Ph: Bryan McNeil 027 465 
8631

WHITEBAIT NETS Col-
lins Sports re-netting ser-
vice.  New nets for sale, cus-
tom made in Opunake. 

WAREA
QUARRY

Metal
For Sale

Metal is sold by the ton
Fines are made to order
Crushed drainage chip

Ph: 027 444 9196

P.D. FLEMING LOGGING LTD
Forestry rigged & certified 33 ton loader, 
National Certificates in Forest Operations, 

Health & Safety approved. Free assessment on 
what your trees are worth $$$

Ph: Paul
027 630 9922 or email: paulflem@gmail.com

ACUPUNCTURE
Nigel Cliffe NZRA 

Member, ACC treatment 
provider.  After hours 

appointments available.
Opunake Business 

Centre, 23 Napier Street 
Ph: 06 763 8801
or 027 681 9524

TRADITIONAL CHINESE 
ACUPUNCTURE

Nigel Cliffe
NZRA Member, ACC provider.  

Treats: Work/Sport Injuries, 
Pain/Mobility Issues, 

Digestive Upsets, 
Stress/Tension, Headaches, 

Chronic Illness.
- Acupuncture, Acupressure 

Tui-na (deep tissue)
- Reflexology/Microsystem 

Treatments

Opunake Business Centre 
23 Napier Street 

Ph: 06 763 8801 - 027 681 9524

Tractorville

0800 232 344

YOUR LOCAL TRACTOR DISMANTLERS
RUGBY ROAD, INGLEWOOD

WWW.TRACTORVILLE.CO.NZ

Hi Tina 
can we run our ad again in the next issue will that be the 9th October? if so can we then run 
in that one an the next 2 issues after that. 
also could we slightly change the ad by taking out the new an used tractor parts bit an 
replace it with rugby road, Inglewood  
                                                                                                                                                                     
www.tractorville.co.nz 
  
thought had better put in the new website address.  
  
Thanks Curtis 
Tractorville 0800232344 
www.tractorville.co.nz 

LAWNMOWING for 
commercial or residential.  
Free quote. Phone 021 149 
7285 or email HEDBERG-
S L A W N M O W I N G @
GMAIL.COM 

WANT TO DO BUSINESS
IN OUR AREA?

TALK TO US

Promote
your business

or event
in our area
call us on

(06) 761-7016
• 23 Napier St, Opunake • Ph/Fax 761-7016

• email: ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

Opunake and Coastal

News is distributed free

to every home and

business within the rural

area, bounded in the

north by the New

Plymouth city border,

extending east to

Egmont Village, and

around to the edge of

Stratford, south to the

Hawera city border and

inland to Kaponga and

through Eltham.

  We are an independent

newspaper based in

Opunake, which is

targeting both the towns

and rural communities

and we aim to have news

coverage within all the

areas of our distribution.

We want to be involved

with your business

call today and discuss

your marketing options

with the team.

COVERING

THE COAST

NEWS
OPUNAKE & COASTAL

Call us today to 
advertise 06 761 7016

Next issue out 
December 4

PUBLIC NOTICES

Registered Master Builders
* NEW HOMES AND

RENOVATIONS
* DESIGN

MAINTENANCE
* FARM BUILDINGS

PHONE
021 054 4845

Hi Tina, 
 
Would like the web address www.dbc.org.nz and also registered master builders drop the consents 
and design if they won’t fit. 
 
Thanks Tom 

www.dbc.org.nz

VOICE FOR LIFE 
&hristmas 5affl e.  *roceries 
– Tuuta Family.  Groceries 
– M. Patterson.  Cake – 
P. Mullin.  Biscuits – M. 
Luttrell. Chocolates – B. 
Aramoana.  Thank you all 
for your continued support 
in protecting life.  

OPUNAKE BUSINESS 
ASSOCIATION

CHRISTMAS EVE PARADE RESULTS
1st Corkill Systems - 2nd Opunake High 

School - 3rd Opunake Playcentre
RAFFLE RESULT - D. Parker

OPUNAKE BUSINESS 
ASSOCIATION

Meeting 1st MONDAY OF EACH MONTH
AT 5.30PM

Hughsons & Associates Boardroom at the
Opunake Business Centre, 23 Napier St, Opunake

(opposite the CoastalCare Medical Centre)

RAHOTU SCHOOL 
welcomes all existing and 

new pupils on
MONDAY FEBRUARY 

1ST
School starts at 8.40am

Office opens on Friday 29th for 
all inquiries Ph: 06 763 8658

For further information look on Auroa School's website
www.auroa.school.nz

Or contact  Jessica Mills by phone - 0276355874
or email - jessica.mills@live.com 

Follow us on Facebook

Auroa School & Districts

125th Jubilee

TARANAKI

11th to 13th

ANNIVERSARY
WEEKEND

March 2016

125th Jubilee125th Jubilee

OPUNAKE RAHOTU VETERINARY 
TRUST

Financial assistance is available to students to 
undergo tertiary education relating preferably 

to agricultural or horticultural studies 
although consideration will be given to other 

applicants.
Application forms available from:-

The Secretary
P O Box 117

OPUNAKE 4616
PHONE 761-7150

EMAIL: nevisbrewer@xtra.co.nz

Mountain
Bike, Kayak

and
Paddle Board

Hire

Fun to share with
friends and family

8.30am to 4pm

CHADDY’S
CHARTERS

Ph: 06 758 9133

4uDlifi ed &DrSenter / ([Serienced %uilder reTuired 
A vacancy exists for a self-motivated builder with excellent 
work ethics in the South Taranaki region to do varied types 

of work. 
Must be able to work unsupervised at times.  Immediate start 
or when possible. Please apply by calling Cliff Loveridge 
on 06 272 2088 evenings or leave a message during the day

Early Childhood Education Centre
We are now taking Enrolments for 2016.

Please ring Sarah on 06 752 4289 or 
Sarah  027 322 3318

2502 Surf Highway 45, RD37, Okato

GADSBY, Rex Newall:
20.10.1940 - 5.10.2015

Dearly loved father of Michael and Nicole (Australia), 
Sandra Hammersley (Opunake), Ross and Jane ( New 

Plymouth).  Poppa to all his grandchildren.
Dad's ashes have arrived from his home in 

Westmoreland, Jamaica.
Friends and family are respectfully invited to attend 

Rex's memorial service to be held at the Opunake Golf 
Club, Namu Rd, Opunake.  

Saturday 6th February at 1 pm. 
For catering purposes (but not necessary) please RSVP 

Sandra  027 345 9727 or Ross  0275 300 468

MUSIC LESSONS: vio-
lin and guitar.  Experienced 
and Tualifi ed music teacher 
from Brazil.  One-on-one 
and group lessons in New 
Plymouth, Oakura and Oka-
to.  Contact Wellington 027 
361 9711 or wellingtonvio-
lin87@hotmail.com 

40% OFF selected products 
at Hardys the health shop in 
centre city 067587553

GARCINIA 12000 mg 
with free fat attack $37.40 
at Hardys the health shop in 
centre city 067587553

TURMERIC 1580mg with 
free Glucosamine $59.90 at 
Hardys the health shop in 
Centre City

EXCELLENT QUALITY 
multi vitamins V2000 for 
adults with free 120 U cubes 
delicious chewable multi 
vitamins for children at 
Hardys the health shop in 
Centre City 067587553 
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WANT TO DO BUSINESS
IN OUR AREA?

TALK TO US

Promote
your business

or event
in our area
call us on

(06) 761-7016
• 23 Napier St, Opunake • Ph/Fax 761-7016

• email: ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

Opunake and Coastal

News is distributed free

to every home and

business within the rural

area, bounded in the

north by the New

Plymouth city border,

extending east to

Egmont Village, and

around to the edge of

Stratford, south to the

Hawera city border and

inland to Kaponga and

through Eltham.

  We are an independent

newspaper based in

Opunake, which is

targeting both the towns

and rural communities

and we aim to have news

coverage within all the

areas of our distribution.

We want to be involved

with your business

call today and discuss

your marketing options

with the team.

COVERING

THE COAST

NEWS
OPUNAKE & COASTAL

Call us today to advertise 06 761 7016
Next issue out February 12

OPUNAKE BUSINESS 
ASSOCIATION

Meeting 1st MONDAY OF EACH MONTH
AT 5.30PM

Hughsons & Associates Boardroom at the
Opunake Business Centre, 23 Napier St, Opunake

(opposite the CoastalCare Medical Centre)

RAHOTU SCHOOL 
welcomes all existing and 

new pupils on
MONDAY FEBRUARY 

1ST
School starts at 8.40am

Office opens on Friday 29th for 
all inquiries Ph: 06 763 8658

For further information look on Auroa School's website
www.auroa.school.nz

Or contact  Jessica Mills by phone - 0276355874
or email - jessica.mills@live.com 

Follow us on Facebook

Auroa School & Districts

125th Jubilee

TARANAKI

11th to 13th

ANNIVERSARY
WEEKEND

March 2016

This Year be Ready For Christmas
Workshop run by Budget Advice at CoastalCare

Wednesday 17th February 10am to 12pm.
Please register your interest by contacting Aretha at 

CoastalCare 06 761 8488 
Budget Advice come to Opunake every Wednesday and 

have supportive, confidential and culturally aware trained 
advisors who can assist with:
A personalized budget plan.

Ideas to balance your budget.
A system on monitoring your budget that is right for you

Ideas on how you can reduce your debt.
Negotiate with creditors on your behalf.

Give advice on Personal Insolvency if necessary.

* 
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The Coastal Community Transport service takes those 
people in need of WUDQVSRUW�WR�DSSRLQWPHQWV�ZLWK�+RVSLWDO��
6SHFLDOLVW��:,1=�DQG�RWKHU�JURXSV���We need to make some 
changes as this current scheme is not sustainable due to 
the increase in use of this service and no increase in 
funding . We would love you to come along and have 
input to help save Coastal Community Transport. 

��WK�)HEUXDU\�����—�SP—�SP��
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HAWERA CHRISTIAN 
SCHOOL

2016 School Year begins Monday 
1st February.  We are available to 
take enrolments from Friday 29 

January 10am - 2pm.
466 South Road, Hawera - Ph: 06 278 4210

JONATHAN YOUNG
MP for New Plymouth
Need to speak with your local MP?
Monthly clinics being held in Opunake, 3rd Monday of 
each month.  10am-12pm at the Opunake Business Centre.  
Please email or phone to book a time.
OPUNAKE BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
Meet on the 1st Monday of each month.  
OPUNAKE COUNTRY MUSIC CLUB
First Sunday of each month at the Opunake Town Hall, 
1-4pm.  All welcome
SCHNITZEL NIGHT
Every Wednesday at the Stony River Hotel, Okato
COASTALCARE – LISA KEEN AUDIOLOGY
Wednesdays  9am - 5pm , for an appointment call 027 591 
4222 - 0800 555 676
SURF INN
Every day free pool. Every Friday free sausage sizzle from 
5. Every Sunday afternoon. Pool comp
COASTAL YOUNG FARMERS
Meet 2nd  Thursday of every month at 7pm at the Okato 
Bowling Club. 
TARANAKI COUNTRY MUSIC HALL OF FAME, 
MANAIA
Running every Thursday night from 7.30pm, 11 Surf High-
way, South Road, Manaia.
EGMONT EUCHRE CLUB
Meets every Thursday 1pm at the Opunake Bowling Club
CAPE EGMONT HISTORIC LIGHT & MUSEUM
Open 11am – 3pm weekends, Bayly Road, Warea. 
TODD ENERGY AQUATIC CENTRE
Family fun times 10.30am to 4.30pm.
COASTAL SINGERS
7pm every Thursday night.Contact 761 8654
ELTHAM BUSINESS ASSOCIATION FRIDAY MAR-
KETS
8am to 1pm, Carpark of Touch Point, High Street, Eltham.

TSB BANK FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS
13 December 2015 to 31 January 2016, Pukekura Park New 
Plymouth
 BUTLERS REEF OAKURA
The Choons – Sunday, January 31 at Butlers Reef.  2-5pm.
PERCY THOMSON GALLERY
Edith Collier Coastal Communities
Opening Friday 18 December @ 6.30pm  runs 18 Decem-
ber - 31 January 2016
 Holding It Together: 
A Centennial View Of Women In The World War I Era - 
THE VILLAGE GALLERY, ELTHAM 
CREATIVE CLEARANCE & ART SALE
 18th Jan – 12th Feb . Open daily 10am – 3pm (except Sun).
OPUNAKE COMMUNITY POOL OPENING HOURS
Lanes – Mon-Fri 6:30-8:30am.  Mon 6:30-7:30pm.  Tues 
9-10am and 5-6:30pm.  Wed 5:30-7pm. Thurs 9-10am and 
6:30-7:30pm. Public 1-4pm Weekends and Public Holidays.
ATuDfi t clDsses – Opunake Pool. Tues and Thurs - 9-10am. 
Mon and Thurs - 6:30-7:30pm. Tues - 5:30pm.
TE KIRI SPORTS AND REC SCHOLARSHIPS. Ap-
plications now open until February. Forms available and 
explanations for criteria for applying. Ph(06)761-7228. 
(06)761-7294.
PARIHAKA PA INTERNATIONAL CELEBRATION 
OF WATER, PEACE, POWER
February Sunday 7th at 2pm.  Refer advert.
COASTAL CARE BUDGET WORKSHOP
Workshop run by Budget Advice at CoastalCare
Wednesday 17th February 10am to 12pm.
Please register your interest by contacting Aretha at Coast-
alCare 06 761 8488
KAPONGA AMATEUR ATHLETIC CLUB 
are having a dinner to celebrate 50 years of athletics at 
Victoria Park Kaponga
18th March 2016 at the Kaponga Rugby Gym.  Anyone 
interested please contact: Helen Cameron - cameronclan@
ihug.co.nz  Deborah Collins - pdbcollins@farmside.co.nz
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Stony River Hotel
and Country Dinerand Country Diner
Stony River Hotel

 Your Hosts: Heimo & Renate Staudinger

Phone: 06 752 4454 - 022 091 4079
2502 Surf Highway 45 - Okato

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

chocolate mousse, Chantilly cream, macaroons 

 

 
 

Menu  
 February 14, 2016

 
Valentine’s Day

 
$75.00 p.p.

 

 

 

 

Amuse Bouche / greetings from the kitchen

Fresh rock oyster with capsicum salsa

 Or

 

French crepe stuffed with herb infused cream cheese

 

Both served with a glass of Lindauer Summer

 

Entree

 

Tasting platter to share

 

Smoked salmon mousse, Italian prosciutto, caper berries, 

homemade dips, French baguette, pickles, sundried tomatoes

 

Main 

 

Beef eye fillet reef & beef with whole tiger prawns

 

Served on homemade potato rosti and julienne vegetables topped 

with green pepper bourbon sauce

Or

Mixed seafood platter 

grilled John Dory, Tiger prawns, scallops, with vegetable linguini 

and ginger lime glaze

Dessert

Dessert variations for YOU 

Blood orange tarte, marinated berries, vanilla ice-cream,   

Dessert variations for YOU
Blood orange tarte, marinated berries, vanilla ice-cream
chocolate mousse, Chantilly cream, macaroons

Sindy enjoyed her trip there so much she has tailored a  
14 night itinerary which she will personally escort.
Including the famous Rock Fortress Sigiriya, safaris in both 
Minneriya and Yala National Parkes famous for elephants 
and leopard, tea plantations and rail journeys, a spice garden 
with cooking class, the southern beaches, turtles, private 
walking tours and sunset boat ride. 
A special highlight will be tickets for Randoli Perahera.  
With its elephants and tuskers, hundreds of drummers, 
dances and pilgrims this event promises to be spectacular.
The 4-5 star accommodation has been handpicked to  
deliver an exceptional experience and flights with Singapore 
Airlines for comfort.    

A small group journey  
hosted by Sindy Jones 

departing 13 August 2016

Call 06 757 5666 for a copy of  
the full itinerary and price or email 
travel@travelsmartnp.co.nz

Sri Lanka is an exciting, vibrant  
destination offering amazing  
wildlife, interesting heritage and 
ancient culture. 

Inglewood  - Moturoa, New Plymouth

* COATS * KNITWEAR * TROUSERS *
* JACKETS * TOPS * SKIRTS * SHIRTS *

* TUNICS
* 50% OFF BOOTS & SHOES

WINTER WOMENSWEAR

CLEARANCE!

%50OFF

25% OFF MENSWEAR

Saturday Hours: Inglewood 9.30am - 2pm  Moturoa 9.30am-1pm - www.martinsfashions.co.nz

%50%50
(a few exceptions)

Pants

50% OFF Boots & Shoes

off Menswear

MARTINS
SUMMER SALE
Womens fashions and

footwear clearance

%70
to

off
Menswear - Shirts,

Polos and Shorts all 30% off

CUSTOMER: TRAVEL SMART STRATFORD PROOF TIME 8/12/2015 1:16:51 p.m.
REP ID: C152 LAST RUN: 12/09/15

SIZE: 13.6X3
10221434AA

JOURNEY THROUGH
THE HEART OF NEW ZEALAND BY TRAIN

262 Broadway, Stratford | (06) 928 4534 or
0800 003 804 | Faye.phillips@tsstratford.co.nz

Saturday 12th Bus to Wellington from Stratford
Lunch Visit Te Papa Optional
Dinner and Accommodation at Hotel

Sunday 13th Board the OVERLANDER and
arrive in Auckland
Dinner and Accommodation at Hotel

Monday 14th Depart Auckland 8.45am
Surprise show at Waitomo
Lunch Arrive back in Stratford

Wellington to Auckland March 2016

Register your
interest NOW!
Limited spaces are

available

$750 per person Twin Share
Price subject to change

PLEASE READ ALL COPY CAREFULLY. CHECK SPELLING AND PHONE NUMBERS.

Once proof is approved NZME. will not accept responsibility for incorrect copy or layout.
PROOF

Colour Conversions and 
Opunake Players held three 
meetings over Christmas and 
New Year. Ashley Pedersen 
from Colour Conversions 
Video, Audio and Graphic 
Productions said despite the 
festive season, everyone was 
keen to carry on performing 
every fortnight. 

On December 22, Ashley 
asked the artists to perform 
four varied items one after 
another .  Despi te  some 
worried faces from this 
surprise request, they coped 
well. Folk singer Kevin 
Haycox handled this situation 
with ease, breezing through 
four consecutive songs. 
He said he could just keep 
singing all night.

Usually partnered with 
a female dancer, Simon 
Forsyth performed solo for 
the first time. No newbie 
to the stage, Simon is an 
award-winning dancer who in 
2015 brought back numerous 
awards  f rom the  Kiwi 
Classic Latin American and 
Ballroom dance competitions 
i n  A u c k l a n d .  H e  w a s 
captured on fi lm by &olour 
Conversions at the Langham 
Hotel.

$ll eyes were fi xed on 6imon 
Forsyth’s swivelling hips, as 
he danced to the spicy lyrics 
of”She tastes like Cola.” He 
certainly has the moves, and 
his professionalism lifted 

Music continues over Christmas and New Year
the bar for everyone. The 
local sheep farmer has been 
dancing for about 10 years. 

C h l o e  D a n z  s a n g 
“Hallelujah” featured in the 
movie Shrek. “It was well 
worth coming along just to 
hear that”, commented Mike 
Smith from Opunake Players. 

At the end of the evening 
t he r e  was  a  heaven ly 
p resen ta t ion  o f  He len 
Reddy’s “Angie Baby” sung 
by Neutrimetics consultant 
LeeAnne Shegedin, from 
Opunake.  Where has she 
been hiding?

At the fourth meeting on 
January 5, Ariana Dingle (13 
years), played two beautiful 
instrumentals on piano- “The 
Storm Begins” and “River 
Flows In You.” Watch out 
for this young girl, she has 
star quality. 

Je remy Lo-Giacco ,  a 
fresh face from Eltham, 
played a sentimental ballad 
on harmonica, the 1978 
Broadway musical hit “Don’t 
Cry for Me Argentina.” 

Opunake High School 
student Sam McNeil (13) 
was somewhat hesi tant 
about getting up on stage. 
Fortunately, Russell Wicks 
came to the rescue and 
accompanied him to fetch 
his guitar. Thank you Russell, 
Sam overcame his nerves and 
played us a heavy metal tune, 
“Sabath Bloody Sabath” on 
electric guitar. Proud grandad 
Peter McNeil remarked, 
“music runs in my side of 
the family”. He said Sam 
has only been playing for 
two years. He has heaps of 
potential..

Half  way through the 
evening Ashley asked the 
artists to think about an item 
they could perform together. 
Russell, Lisa and Jeremy rose 
to the challenge teaming up to 
sing the 1974 George Baker 
hit”Baby Blue”. 

Twelve artists performed 
individually, and in duos 
and trios, on January 19, 
covering songs from Kenny 
Roger’s country classic 
“Gambler” to Jack Johnson’s 
cruisy “Banana Pancakes.” 
A highlight was a duet 
performed by Jack Fryer and 

Chloe Danz who sang Jesse 
Jay’s “Price Tag” with a rap 
twist. It was refreshing to 
hear some current music in 
the mix. 

.During the evening one of 
the performances prompted 
Simon to take hold of Jack’s 
mother Skie and perform an 
impromptu partner dance. 
It was magical, and just so 
natural for both of them

Country style singer Dennis 
Carswell from Lepperton 
rocked up for the fi rst time, 
and sang with a beautiful 
deep Charlie Pride quality 
voice. Dennis and Bryan 
Vickery are both Award 
Winners, placing first and 
second respectively at the 
2ZH Country Music Club 
Awards in Hawera last year. 
It was an interesting choice of 
song “Today I Started Loving 
You”. Bryan passed a remark 
to Dennis, “don’t look at me 
when you sing this song” 
They did not make any eye 
contact throughout the entire 
song. 

Adding to the variety 
was an original classical 
instrumental piece from 
B e r n i c e  M c K e l l a r  o n 

keyboards. This was Bernice’s 
second  live performance in 
front of other musicians, and 
she seemed surprised with the 
positive response she received. 
Then, performing a tune played 
simultaneously in two different 
keys F and C, Pat Dudley 
played button accordion, 
followed by the unique sound 
of folky style singer, Noel 
Gillie with another original 
“My Love,” just composed the 
previous week. 

Everyone is becoming a lot 
more relaxed with his or her 
performances. Artists of all 
ages are now teaming up, 
learning and growing together, 
which is fantastic. 

“We are still looking for more 
variety in the way of wind 
instruments, more dancers, 
drummers,  bass players, 
comedians and more,” Ashley 
said.

All artists willing to perform 
and work toward future live 
concerts are welcome at the 
next meeting at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday February 2 at The 
Lakeside Playhouse, Opunake 
on Layard Street.

Bryan Vickery, Maree Christensen, Russell Wicks, Simon Forsyth and Skie. 

Anne Montgomery
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Promote your events in the People who put in public notices

and display adverts in the
What’s On Section

for events are welcome
to additionally

provide extra editorial and photos
FREE OF CHARGE,

to help promote the event.
Ph/Fax: 06 761 7016 - Call in at 23 Napier Street, Opunake

or e-mail us: ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

Open Monday - Saturday 10am -3pm

Jennifer Patterson - Gayleen Schrider - Wharehoka Smith

By Invitation...
16 February - 13 March 2015

Three Artists, experts in their chosen fields - a triple treat

Meet the Artists and preview
this exciting exhibition.
Opening Function:
Sunday Feb 15 2.30-4.00pm

The Village Gallery 166 High Street, Eltham

Eltham in Verse
BOOK LAUNCH - Poetry, Art and Anecdotes 

2.30pm 8 November 2015

 

The Village Gallery    166 High Street, Eltham
Open Monday - Saturday 10am -3pm

CREATIVE
CLEARANCE

AND ART SALE
18th Jan - 12th Feb

Opunake

100 TASMAN ST, OPUNAKE PH: 761 8213

Dine in or Takeaway Meals available
- TAB -- TAB -- TAB -- T

The Club Hotel

Book in your private function

Pool Tuesdays - Poker Wednesday & Thursday

 
 
 
 

Opunake - MOVIES - BOUTIQUE THEATRE – HIRE 
For information email: everybodystheatre@gmail.com or check facebook- Everybody’s Theatre 

www.opunakenz.co.nz/everybodys.html  

 
 

Oddball and the Penguins  
P |  Adventure Family |95min 
 An eccentric chicken farmer, with the 
help of his grand daughter, trains his 
mischievous dog Oddball to protect a 
penguin sanctuary from fox attacks.                                                            
Friday 5th                          7pm 
Saturday 27th                   1pm 

 Alvin and the Chipmunks: 
The Road Chip 

PG  92min  |  Animation, 
 Adventure, Comedy  
 Alvin, Simon and Theodore come to 
believe that Dave is going to propose 
to his new girlfriend in  Miami...and 
dump  them.                                                            
Saturday 6th                          1pm 

The Good Dinosaur 
PG  | 93 min |Animation, 
Adventure, Comedy 
In a world where dinosaurs and 
humans live side-by-side, an 
Apatosaurus named Arlo makes an 
unlikely human friend. 
Saturday 30th                    1pm 
Saturday 13th                    1pm 

The Dressmaker 
119min| Drama| Kate Winslet, Liam 
Hemsworth, Hugo Weaving 
In 1950s Australia, talented 
dressmaker Tilly returns to her tiny 
hometown to right wrongs from her 
past.                                                
Wednesday 10th             7pm 
Sunday 14th                      1pm 

Joy 
Comedy, Drama, True Story & 
Biography | 2hr 04mins | M |  
This comedic biopic, based on the life 
of Joy Mangano – inventor and 
founder of a family business dynasty 
that has raked in over $1 billion in 
sales. 
Sunday 31st January            7 pm 

Daddy’s Home 
Comedy | 1hr 36mins | M  Violence, 
sexual references & offensive 
language 
Stepdad, Brad Whitaker, is a radio 
host trying to get his stepchildren to 
love him and call him Dad. But his 
plans turn upside down when the 
biological father, returns 
Friday 29th January             7 pm 

Point Break -BOUTIQUE 
PG-13|114min,Action, Crime, 
Sport.  $25 includes wine/beer 
tasty treats 
A young FBI agent infiltrates an 
extraordinary team of extreme sports 
athletes he suspects of  masterminding 
a string of unprecedented, 
sophisticated corporate heists. 
Sunday 7th                           7pm 

The Revenant 
 R |156 min |Adventure, Drama, 
 Thriller          
A frontiersman on a fur trading 
expedition in the 1820's fights for 
survival after being mauled by a bear 
and left for dead by members of his 
own hunting team.  
Sunday 14th                          7pm 
Saturday 20th                        7pm                        

Wednesday Friday Saturday Sunday 
 29     

 Daddy’s Home          7pm 
30   The Good Dinosaur  1pm  
        Secret in their Eyes  7pm                          

31     
 Joy                                 7pm 

 5     
Oddball                           7pm 

6    Alvin & the Chipmunks   1pm 
       Joy                                      7pm 

7   Point Break                 7pm 
# Boutique# 

10  
 The Dressmaker      7pm  

12    
Joy                                    7pm  

13   The Good Dinosaur        1pm 
        Point Break                     7pm 

14  The Dressmaker        1pm 
       The Revenant            7pm 

April 2015 

 

 

 

 

JUNE 2014 

Lollies, popcorn, drinks, ice-creams,                                                                    Adults $10, Students 4-16 $8 Under 4 Free  
chocolate bars, tea/coffee for sale                                                                                                   Senior Citizens $8. No Eft-pos 

1133 Main South Rd, Oakura

Phone 06 752 7765 - www.butlersreef.co.nz

What’s On

The Choons
Sunday 31 January

from 2pm - 5pm

NO COVER CHARGE
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 (Sunday 7th Feb 2-4pm)
Water, peace, power 
January 29 to February 7 
2016

Taranaki is about to host 
25 artists, tangata whenua, 
thinkers, environmentalists, 
engineers and scientists for 
the event “Water, Peace, 
Power 2016.” 

The project commences 
with a hui in the DOC Cam-
phouse at the North East 
Visitor Centre of Mt Tarana-
ki from January 29-31. 

As global understanding of 
climate change is increas-
ing, it is time for indigenous, 
tangata whenua and Western 
peoples to come together to 
discuss the human relation-
ship with the environment.

Off grid art at Parihaka  
From the discussion will 

emerge a set of principles 
guiding human actions in 
the environment, plus a set 
of protocols to assist artists 
when placing art works in 
the landscape.  

The hui is followed by fi ve 
days of workshops where the 
artists will experiment with 
5 volt, 12 volt and solar en-
ergy as the power source for 
light and sound works.

These will be tested on Sat-
urday and then on Sunday 
from 2pm to 4pm, the public 
is invited to Parihaka to view 
the works.

Guests include Lee 
Joachim, Manager Research 
and Development of the 
Yorta Yorta Nation Aborigi-

nal Corporation in Australia. 
He is accompanied by col-
laborators Tracey Benson an 
artist and Adjunct Associ-
ate Professor at the Univer-
sity of Canberra, and Martin 
Drury previously a cartog-
rapher for the Great Barrier 
Reef Marine Park Authority. 

They are joined by Nina 
Czegledy, an artist-scientist 
who lives in Canada and 
Hungary, with locals Jo Tito, 
Kura Puke and Vallance 
Wrathall. Chris McBride of 
the Kauri Project (formerly 
organiser for the Wellington 
Media Collective and former 
Director of the McCahon 
House Residency) and Inter-
create Research Fellow Sus-
tainability Charlotte Sunde 
will attend, as will Charles 

Dawson a Waitangi Tribunal 
facilitator and literary envi-
ronmentalist.

Opunake engineer An-
drew Hornblow, renowned 
Australian sound artist Ni-
gel Helyer, and Ureti born 
Allan Giddy will conduct 
the workshops in non-grid 
power sources. Giddy runs 
a division of the art school 
in the University of NSW 
in Sydney, which is entirely 
off- grid. 

Many of the participants 
have raised their own costs 
in order to attend. The or-
ganisers are thankful to the 
community of Parihaka and 
Te Matahiapo Indigenous 
Research Organisation.

Ian Clothier, Executive 
Director, Intercreate Trust

Vallance Wrathall. Wai.  Temporary installation, 2015.

keyboards. This was Bernice’s 
second  live performance in 
front of other musicians, and 
she seemed surprised with the 
positive response she received. 
Then, performing a tune played 
simultaneously in two different 
keys F and C, Pat Dudley 
played button accordion, 
followed by the unique sound 
of folky style singer, Noel 
Gillie with another original 
“My Love,” just composed the 
previous week. 

Everyone is becoming a lot 
more relaxed with his or her 
performances. Artists of all 
ages are now teaming up, 
learning and growing together, 
which is fantastic. 

“We are still looking for more 
variety in the way of wind 
instruments, more dancers, 
drummers,  bass players, 
comedians and more,” Ashley 
said.

All artists willing to perform 
and work toward future live 
concerts are welcome at the 
next meeting at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday February 2 at The 
Lakeside Playhouse, Opunake 
on Layard Street.

Anne Montgomery
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SAVE 
25%

SAVE 
25% SAVE 

25%

SAVE 
25%HOT 

PRICE!

SAVE 
35%

10L RRP $198.50  

NOW $148.85

COLOURPLUS 
ULTRA PREMIUM 

AQUASUN 
ROOF PAINT

COLOURPLUS 
ULTRA PREMIUM 

AQUASUN 

COLOURPLUS 
ULTRA PREMIUM 
PERMASEAL 3 IN 1

 VERSATILE
COLOURPLUS 
 TIMBERFINISH

 The ultimate roof coating, specially formulated for New Zealand’s unique 
weather conditions.  •  Self priming, and provides superior coverage with 

anti-corrosive properties.  •  Satin fi nish and available in 12 standard colours

 100% premium acrylic paint that offers extreme sun protection for 
exterior surfaces  •  Provides a tough and durable fi nish  •  Ideal for 

weatherboards, concrete, plaster, galvanised iron and more  •  Available in 
gloss, satin and low sheen fi nishes (excludes Aquasun Flexibuild)

 The ultimate prep product for interior and exterior surfaces, 
providing a sealer, primer and undercoat in one product.

 A multi-purpose exterior paint ideal for homes, farm buildings, 
roofs, fences and more. Available in 6 standard colours.

Solid colour acrylic paint for interior and exterior surfaces. 
Available in 7 standard colours.

10L RRP $198.50
NOW $148.85

10L RRP $159.95
NOW $103.95

4L RRP $99.50 
NOW $64.65

10L RRP $129.00
NOW $96.75
4L RRP $69.00 

NOW $51.75

10L RRP $198.50
NOW $148.85

4L RRP $131.50 
NOW $85.45 4L RRP $131.50 

NOW $85.45

35%35%
Save up to

NOW $148.85

NOW 
SAVE 
35%

 100% premium acrylic paint that offers extreme sun protection for 

NOW $148.85

NOW 
SAVE 
35%

10L RRP $159.95 
NOW $119.95

4L RRP $79.95 
NOW $59.95

COLOURPLUS 
 TIMBERCARE 

TIMBER & 
DECK STAIN

TRADITIONAL 
OIL STAIN

 

• Timber & Deck Stain is a semi-transparent water based stain that allows the natural 
grain of the timber to show through. • Traditional Oil Stain is a linseed oil based stain 

designed for exterior timber surfaces. Available in 7 standard colours

SAVE 
25%

COLOURPLUS STORE
Store Address Details, 
Phone Number

www.colourplus.co.nz  Disclaimer: All products have the Colourplus guarantee of immediate refund or replacement if defective in any way. 
Offers valid until Sunday 7th February 2016. Applies to cash, eftpos and credit card sales only, and excludes existing quotes and other promotional offers. *White/standard colours only, tinting extra.

PAINT SALEPAINT SALE
Colourplus Long Summer 

Sinclair Electrical and Refrigeration Ltd
31 Tasman St - Opunake

Ph 06 761 8084
Fax 06 761 8082

A Walk of Peace on the eve 
of Waitangi Day will follow 
the footsteps of prisoners 
from Parihaka who were 
marched along Queen St to 
the courthouse in 1881.

For more information go to

www.intercreate.org
For all ages. Booking is not required
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Art works created using 5 volt, 

12 volt and solar power

Remembering the prisoners from Parihaka
The Walk of Peace will start 

at 10am on Friday February 
5 2016, and participants will 
deliver a weaving project 
– Te Korowai Rangimarie – 

created at the Govett-Brews-
ter Art Gallery by four master 
weavers and gallery visitors.

The Korowai is to be gifted 
to Tu Tama Wahine o Ta-
ranaki, a Kaupapa Maori 
organisation providing pro-
grammes and services across 
Taranaki  to acknowledge 
their contribution to reducing 
violence in the region.

The Korowai was inspired 
by the artwork of Parihaka 
artist Ngahina Hohaia in 
the recent Govett-Brews-
ter Art Gallery exhibition 
Our Hearts of Darkness, the 
White Ribbon campaign and 
the internationally recognised 
looped ribbon as a symbol of 
activism.  

Govett-Brewster Art Gal-
lery Director Simon Rees 
says it is important for public 
institutions to support com-
munities and give voice to 
issues that hamper positive 
social development. “Vio-
lence is one such negative 
force in New Zealand.”

Ngaropi Cameron from Tu 
Tama Wahine o Taranaki 
says the Korowai acknowl-
edges the violence in our 
community but also promotes 
the message of peace from 
Parihaka.

“The deeper level of vio-
lence that needs to be ad-
dressed in our society and in 
particular in Taranaki is the 
issue of state violence,” says 
Ms Cameron.

“The Walk of Peace signals 
a time for change, one that 
celebrates intergenerational 
diversity and tolerance within 

Four  f ami ly  f r i end ly 
movies will be playing on 
the TSB Bank Superscreen 
at Eltham’s Soldiers Park 
on Sunday January 31, and 
anyone (and everyone) is 
welcome to come along and 
enjoy the afternoon’s free 
entertainment. 

The movies kick off at 1pm 
with The Lion King (G), 
followed by the 2015 version 
of Cinderella (G) at 2.35pm, 

our community. We invite 
our community to walk with 
us to reclaim the sacred space 

from our past and acknowl-
edge the healing power of a 
silent procession.”

The group will meet outside 
the Govett-Brewster Art Gal-
lery at 9.45am. 

A walk and a weaving project to remember the shameful events at Parihaka.

Eltham gets the big screen
then Mike and Scully in 
Monsters Inc (G) at 4.30pm, 
and the last movie for the day 
at 6.00pm will be Hairspray 
(PG).

As well as the movies, 
the kids can make use of 
the swimming pool which 
is open from 12 noon, the 
playground and the very 
popular skatepark. You will 
find some sweet treats on 
offer from the foodstalls 

or you can bring your own 
picnic.

“It’s going to be an awesome 
afternoon, really relaxing,” 
says Events Coordinator Jody 
Bloor. “We want everyone 
to come along and have a 
nice lazy afternoon enjoying 
family movies on the big 
screen and the other activities 
on offer at Eltham’s Soldiers 
Park.”Movie times are an 
approximate only.


